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December  1, 1999  Grain  Stocks 


HELENA.  MONTANA  5^620 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  12,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

All  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  December  1,  1999  totaled  161.8  million  bushels,  up  1  percent  from 
December  1,  1998.  Stocks  stored  on  the  farm  accounted  for  139.0  million  bushels  of  the  total  with  the 
remaining  22.8  million  bushels  stored  off  farm.  All  spring  wheat  stocks,  at  122.8  million  bushels,  were  up  13 
percent  from  last  year  and  accounted  for  76  percent  of  the  total  wheat  stocks.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were 
estimated  at  38.9  million  bushels,  down  from  52.2  million  bushels  last  year.  Durum  wheat  stocks  were 
estimated  at  12.6  million  bushels,  up  34  percent  from  last  year.  All  wheat  disappearance  for  the  September  - 
November  quarter  was  29.0  million  bushels,  compared  with  41.2  million  for  the  same  quarter  last  year.  Barley 
stocks  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1999  totaled  40.7  million  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  a  year  ago.  Oats 
stocks  in  all  positions  were  estimated  at  2.89  million  bushels,  up  6  percent  from  last  year. 

September  1,  1999  all  wheat  stocks  were  revised  tol90.8  million  bushels,  down  2.1  million  bushels  from 
the  previous  estimate.  All  spring  wheat  on-farm  stocks  were  reduced  by  2.0  million  bushels  to  124.0  million 
and  off-farm  stocks  were  reduced  100,000  bushels  to  18.9  million  bushels.  Barley  stocks  were  also  revised  to 
56.3  million  bushels,  300,000  bushels  above  the  previous  estimate.  Oats  stocks  were  revised  to  3.05  million 
bushels,  down  25,000  from  the  previous  estimate. 

Nationally,  all  wheat  in  all  storage  positions  December  1,  1999  totaled  1.88  billion  bushels,  down  1 
percent  from  a  year  ago.  On-farm  stocks  are  649  million  bushels  and  off-farm  stocks  equal  1.23  billion  bushels. 
The  on-farm  number  is  down  5  percent  while  the  off-farm  is  up  1  percent.  The  indicated  September  - 
November  1999  disappearance  of  566  million  bushels  is  up  16  percent  from  the  same  period  in  1998.  Durum 
wheat  stocks  in  all  positions  December  1,  1999  totaled  108.4  million  bushels,  down  fractionally  from  a  year 
ago.  On-farm  stocks,  at  74.0  million  bushels,  are  down  2  percent  from  1998.  Off-farm  stocks  are  34.4  million 
bushels,  up  3  percent.  The  indicated  September  -  November  1999  disappearance  of  28.3  million  bushels  is  up 
63  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1999  are  estimated 
at  228.6  million  bushels,  16  percent  below  last  year.  Of  the  total  barley  stocks  on  hand,  108.6  million  bushels 
are  stored  on  farms,  27  percent  below  a  year  ago.  Off- farm  stocks,  at  120.0  million  bushels,  are  only  1  percent 
below  1998.  Indicated  disappearance  during  the  September  -  November  1999  quarter  totaled  67  million 
bushels,  20  percent  higher  than  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  Oats  stored  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1999 
totaled  136.1  million  bushels,  8  percent  below  the  December  1,  1998  estimate.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  82.1 
million  bushels  were  stored  in  on-farm  facilities,  1  percent  above  the  same  quarter  last  year.  Stocks  held  in 
off-farm  storage  facilities  totaled  54.0  million  bushels,  13  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 

Com  stocks  in  all  positions  on  December  1,  1999  totaled  8.02  billion  bushels,  down  slightly  from 
December  1,  1998.  Of  the  total  stocks,  5.18  billion  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  down  3  percent  from  a  year 
ago.  Off-farm  stocks,  at  2.84  billion  bushels,  were  up  4  percent  from  a  year  ago.  The  September  -  November 
1999  indicated  disappearance  was  3.20  billion  bushels,  6  percent  above  the  disappearance  of  3.01  billion 
bushels  during  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  12,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry.  Darin  Jantzi,  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  I-800-835-26I2. 

LATE  SEASON  CROPS 

Montana  producers  harvested  18,000  acres  of  corn  for  grain  in  1999,  unchanged  from  last  year's  estimate.  The 
average  yield  was  1 10.0  bushels  per  acre,  down  5  bushels  from  last  year.  Production  decreased  4  percent  from  1998  to 
1.98  million  bushels.  Corn  for  silage  acreage  was  estimated  at  45,000  acres,  up  4,000  acres  from  1998.  Yields  averaged 
20  tons  per  acre,  down  one  ton  from  a  year  ago. 

Nationally,  com  for  grain  production  was  estimated  at  9.44  billion  bushels,  down  3  percent  from  the  1998  crop 
and  down  1  percent  from  the  November  1  forecast.  The  1999  production  ranks  as  the  fourth  highest  production  on  record 
behind  the  1994,  1998,  and  1992  respective  crop  years.  The  U.  S.  yield  of  133.8  bushels  per  acre,  was  down  0.6  bushel 
from  last  year.  Com  silage  production  was  estimated  at  96.2  million  tons,  1  percent  higher  than  1998.  Yield  declined  to 
15.9  tons  per  acre,  down  0.2  ton  from  1998.  Farmers  harvested  6.06  million  acres  for  silage,  a  3  percent  increase  from 
last  year. 

Sugar  beet  producers  in  Montana  harvested  an  estimated  61,700  acres  in  1999,  down  700  acres  from  a  year  ago. 
.Yields  increased  1.2  tons  from  last  year  to  average  23.8  tons  per  acre.  Total  production  was  estimated  at  1.47  million 
'tons,  up  4  percent  from  the  previous  year,  setting  a  new  production  record. 

U.S.  production  for  sugar  beets  is  estimated  at  a  record  high  33.3  million  tons,  2  percent  above  the  previous 
record  established  in  1998.  Growers  in  the  12  sugar  beet  producing  States  planted  1,562,700  acres,  4  percent  more  than 
1998,  and  harvested  1,527,100  acres,  5  percent  more  than  last  year  and  the  highest  since  1,540,500  acres  were  harvested 
in  1969.  The  estimated  yield  is  21.8  tons  per  acre,  3  percent  below  the  1998  yield  of  22.5  tons. 

Fall  potato  production  in  Montana  totaled  3.33  million  cwt,  up  5  percent  from  last  year.  Producers  harvested 
10,900  acres  compared  with  10,600  in  1998.  Yields  increased  5  cwt  per  acre  from  a  year  ago  to  305  cwt. 

Total  U.S.  1999  potato  production  from  all  four  seasons  is  estimated  at  478  million  cwt,  up  less  than  1  percent 
from  1998  but  2  percent  above  1997.  Harvested  area,  at  1.33  million  acres,  was  down  4  percent  from  1998.  Average 
yield  of  359  cwt  per  acre  was  up  16  cwt  from  the  previous  year. 

All  hay  harvested  in  Montana  was  up  100,000  acres  from  last  year  at  2.6  million  acres.  All  hay  production  was 
5.055  million  tons,  up  1  percent  or  35,000  tons  from  a  year  ago.  Alfalfa  hay  harvested  acreage  was  1.65  million  acres, 
down  50,000  acres  from  last  season.  The  average  yield  was  2.2  tons  per  acre,  which  is  unchanged  from  last  year.  Other 
hay  harvested  acreage  was  950,000,  up  150,000  acres  from  1998.  The  average  yield  was  1.5  tons  per  acre  compared  with 
1.6  tons  per  acre  last  year. 

U.S.  ail  hay  production  for  1999  was  estimated  at  159  million  tons,  down  slightly  from  the  October  1  forecast  but 
up  5  percent  from  the  1998  total.  Acreage  harvested,  at  63.2  million  acres,  is  up  slightly  from  the  October  forecast  and 
up  5  percent  from  1998.  The  average  yield,  at  2.52  tons  per  acre,  was  down  0.08  tons  from  the  October  forecast  and 
down  slightly  from  the  previous  year. 

Montana  hay  stocks  were  estimated  at  4.45  million  tons  on  December  1,  down  3  percent  from  last  year. 
fMontana  hay  growers  seeded  an  estimated  200,000  acres  of  alfalfa  during  1999,  70,000  acres  more  than  last  year.  New 
seedings  include  those  mixed  with  a  nurse  crop,  other  forage,  or  direct  seedings.  At  the  U.S.  level  3.44  million  acres  of 
alfalfa  was  newly  seeded  in  1999. 
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SMALL  GRAINS 

Montana's  1999  winter  wheat  production  was  estimated  at  36.86  million  bushels,  down  24  percent  from  1998 
and  the  lowest  production  since  the  severe  drought  of  1985.  Producers  harvested  970,000  acres,  down  280.000  acres 
from  1998.  The  1999  average  yield  was  38  bushels  per  acre,  which  is  one  bushel  lower  than  last  year's  average. 

Nationally,  the  1999  winter  wheat  crop  production  was  estimated  at  1.70  billion  bushels,  down  10  percent  from 
1998.  The  U.S.  yield  is  estimated  at  47.8  bushels  per  acre;  a  new  record  high  average,  nearly  a  bushel  better  than  last 
year's  former  record.  Acreage  for  grain  was  estimated  at  35.6  million  acres,  down  1 1  percent  from  last  year.  This  is  the 
smallest  harvested  area  since  1972. 

Montana's  1999  spring  wheat  production  was  estimated  at  108  million  bushels,  unchanged  from  1998.  The  1999 
and  1998  productions  are  tied  for  the  third  largest  crop  on  record  behind  only  1995  and  1997  productions.  The  seeded 
acreage  was  4.15  million  acres,  350,000  acres  greater  than  1998.  Producers  harvested  4.0  million  acres,  400,000  acres 
more  than  a  year  earlier.  Yields  averaged  27  bushels  per  acre,  down  3  bushels  from  1998,  in  part  due  to  lack  of 
precipitation  in  many  areas  of  the  state. 

U.S.  spring  wheat  production  in  1999  was  estimated  at  503  million  bushels,  5  percent  less  than  1998.  Harvested 
area  was  14.8  million  acres,  down  3  percent  from  last  year.  The  U.S.  yield  was  34.1  bushels  per  acre,  nearly  a  bushel  less 
than  last  season. 

Montana's  durum  wheat  production  for  1999  was  estimated  at  9.45  million  bushels,  down  22  percent  from 
1998.  Harvested  acreage  was  estimated  at  350,000,  down  80,000  acres  from  last  year.  The  average  yield  was  27.0 
bushels  per  acre,  down  one  bushel  from  1998.  The  planted  and  harvested  acreage  was  lowered  by  40,000  acres  from  the 
September  small  grains  summary. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  production  for  1999  totaled  99.3  million  bushels,  down  28  percent  from  last  year.  Grain  area 
now  totals  3.57  million  acres,  4  percent  less  than  a  year  ago.  The  U.S.  yield  was  forecast  at  27.8  bushels  per  acre,  9.2 
bushels  per  acre  below  1998. 

Montana's  barley  planted  acreage  for  1999  has  decreased  to  1.3  million  acres,  50,000  acres  less  than  1998. 
Producers  harvested  1.15  million  acres,  also  50,000  acres  less  than  were  harvested  for  grain  in  1998.  Yields  averaged  50 
bushels  per  acre,  up  2  bushels  from  last  year.  Production  was  estimated  at  57.5  million  bushels,  nearly  unchanged  from 
last  year. 

U.S.  barley  production  for  1999  is  estimated  at  282  million  bushels,  down  20  percent  from  the  previous  crop 
year.  Average  yield  per  acre,  at  59.2  was  down  .9  bushels  from  1998.  The  area  harvested  for  grain  was  estimated  at  4.76 
million  acres,  19  percent  less  than  1998. 

Montana's  oats  production  for  1999  is  estimated  at  3.22  million  bushels,  nearly  unchanged  from  1998.    Planted 
acreage  was  estimated  at  170,000  acres,  30,000  acres  higher  than  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  was  set  at  70,000  acres,  up 
10,000  from  1998.  Yields  averaged  46.0  bushels  per  acre,  8  bushels  below  last  year. 

U.S.  oats  production  for  the  1999  crop  year  is  estimated  at  146.2  million  bushels,  12  percent  smaller  than  the 
1998  production.  This  is  the  lowest  production  since  records  were  first  kept  in  1866.  The  estimated  yield,  at  59.6 
bushels  per  acre,  is  below  last  year's  60.2  bushel  yield.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  for  grain  in  1999  is  2.45 
million  acres,  1 1  percent  below  1998.  This  is  the  smallest  acreage  harvested  for  grain  on  record. 

PULSE  CROPS 

Montana's  dry  bean  growers  produced  an  estimated  441,000  cwt  in  1999,  up  91,000  cwt  from  1998.  Growers 
harvested  25,500  acres  with  a  yield  of  17.3  cwt  per  acre  compared  with  last  year's  16,000  acres  harvested  with  a  yield  of 
21.9  cwt  per  acre. 

U.S.  production  of  dry  edible  beans  is  estimated  at  33.2  million  cwt  for  1999,  9  percent  above  1998  and  13 
percent  above  two  years  ago.  Area  for  harvest  is  estimated  at  1.88  million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  1998  but 
7  percent  above  1997.  Average  yield,  at  1,770  pounds  per  acre,  increased  184  pounds  from  1998. 

-more- 


Pinto  bean  production  for  Montana  in  1999  is  estimated  to  be  296,000  cwt,  which  is  12  percent  above  last  year's 
estimate.  Harvested  acreage,  at  13,200,  is  10  percent  higher  than  the  previous  year.  The  yield  is  estimated  at  2,240 
pounds  per  acre,  40  pounds  more  than  last  year. 

U.S.  production  of  pinto  beans  in  1999  is  estimated  at  10.8  million  cwt,  which  is  25  percent  below  1998  and  1 
percent  below  two  years  ago.  Area  for  harvest  is  estimated  at  644,900  acres,  down  30  percent  from  1998  and  9  percent 
below  1997.  Average  yield,  at  1,681  pounds  per  acre,  increased  109  pounds  from  1998. 

Montana's  second  production  estimate  for  garbanzo  beans  was  133,000  cwt  for  1999,  which  is  58  percent 
higher  than  last  year.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  1 1,800  acres,  up  8,000  from  last  year.  The  yield  is  estimated  at 
1,130  pounds  per  acre,  down  from  last  year's  estimate  of  2,210  pounds  per  acre. 

U.S  production  of  garbanzo  beans  in  1999  is  estimated  740,000  cwt,  which  is  77  percent  higher  than  last  year. 
Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  55,800  acres,  which  is  almost  double  last  year's  acres.  Average  yield,  at  1,326  pounds  per 
acre,  decreased  167  pounds  from  1998 

Dry  peas  production  for  1999  in  Montana  is  estimated  at  663,000  cwt.  Planted  and  harvested  acreage  is 
estimated  at  50,000  and  39,000  acres,  respectively.  Average  yield  is  set  at  17.0  cwt  per  acre. 

Production  of  dry  peas  in  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  North  Dakota,  Oregon,  and  Washington  in  1999  is  estimated 
at  5.03  million  cwt,  down  15  percent  from  1998  and  down  13  percent  from  two  years  ago.  Harvested  acres  were  equal  to 
or  less  than  1998  harvested  acres  for  every  state  except  Washington,  which  increased  2,000. 

Montana's  1999  production  of  lentils  is  estimated  at  208,000  cwt.  Planted  area  is  estimated  at  19,000  acres  and 
harvested  acres  are  set  at  16,000  acres.  The  average  yield  is  estimated  to  be  13.0  cwt  per  acre. 

Production  of  lentils  in  Idaho,  Montana,  North  Dakota,  and  Washington  for  1999  is  estimated  at  2.39  million  cwt, 
up  23  percent  from  the  1998  crop  but  down  1  percent  from  two  years  ago.  Planted  and  harvested  acreage  are  above  last 
year  in  both  Idaho  and  Washington.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  174,500  acres,  16,000  acres  more  than  1998,  but 
8,500  below  two  years  ago.  Average  yield  per  acre,  at  1,368  pounds,  is  145  pounds  above  last  year  and  53  pounds  above 
1997. 

OILSEEDS 

Montana's  flaxseed  production  for  1999  is  estimated  to  be  328,000  bushels.  Planted  and  harvested  acreage 
estimates  are  21,000  and  20,500,  respectively.  The  average  yield  is  set  at  16.0  bushels  per  acre.  Production  of  mustard 
seed  in  Montana  during  1999  is  estimated  at  17.85  million  pounds.  Acres  planted  are  set  at  21,500  and  acres  harvested 
are  21,000.  Yields  averaged  850  pounds  per  acre.  Montana  canola  growers  planted  60,000  acres  in  1999.  Out  of  those 
that  were  planted,  58,000  acres  were  harvested  yielding  1,200  pounds  per  acre.  Total  production  is  estimated  to  be  69.6 
million  pounds.  Growers  produced  an  estimated  33.15  million  pounds  of  safflower  in  Montana  for  1999.  They  planted 
an  estimated  41,000  acres  and  harvested  39,000  acres.  Average  yields  were  set  at  850  pounds  per  acre. 

U.S.  canola  production  in  1999,  at  1.36  billion  pounds,  down  12  percent  from  1998.  U.S.  safflower  production, 
at  405  million  pounds,  decreased  2  percent  below  1998.  U.S.  mustard  seed  production,  at  48  million  pounds  was  41 
percent  below  the  previous  year.  Nationally,  harvested  acres  for  canola,  at  1.04  million  acres,  decreased  3  percent  from 
1998  but  is  still  the  second  largest  acreage  on  record  behind  1998.  Safflower  growers  across  the  county  planted  an 
estimated  275,000  acres,  a  decrease  of  9  percent  from  1998.  Safflower  harvested  area  is  estimated  at  262,000  acres, 
down  8  percent.  Nationally,  mustard  seed  harvested  area  is  estimated  at  58,800  acres.  Harvested  yields  for  canola 
averaged  1,306  pounds  and  were  142  pounds  below  the  1998  yield.  The  yield  for  safflower,  at  1,545  pounds  per  acre, 
was  99  pounds  above  the  previous  year.  Mustard  seed  averaged  816  pounds  per  acre,  39  pounds  below  1998. 

Montana's  1999  all  sunflower  production  estimate  was  set  at  6.1  million  pounds  this  year.  Planted  and 
^harvested  acreage  estimates  are  7,800  and  7,100,  respectively.  The  average  yield  is  estimated  at  858  pounds  per  acre. 

Nationally,  1999  sunflower  production  totaled  4.34  billion  pounds,  18  percent  below  the  1998  production  but  18 
percent  above  1997.  The  estimated  yield  per  acre  at  1,262  pounds,  decreased  248  pounds  from  the  record  yield  set  in 
1998.  Planted  area  at  3.55  million  acres  was  down  fractionally  from  1998  but  23  percent  above  the  1997  acreage. 
Harvested  acres  at  3.44  million  acres  decreased  1  percent  from  last  year. 

#end# 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  12,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

In  the  fall  of  1999  Montana  producers  seeded  1.5  million  acres  of  winter  wheat,  450,000  acres  more  than 
the  small  acreage  seeded  the  previous  year.  During  the  last  10  years  producers  planted  an  average  of  about  2.0 
million  acres,  so  the  acreage  for  harvest  in  2000  is  25  percent  below  this  average. 

Precipitation  has  been  below  normal  since  October  1999  in  nearly  all  of  the  winter  wheat  production 
areas  of  the  state.  A  lack  of  snow  cover  is  also  a  concern  to  producers.  As  of  January  3,  the  winter  wheat 
condition  was  rated  at  1 1  percent  poor,  57  percent  fair,  30  percent  good,  and  2  percent  excellent.  Above  normal 
temperatures  have  allowed  the  crop  to  continue  growing.    Cooler  weather  is  needed  to  stop  growth  and  reduce 
potential  winter  kill. 

Nationally,  winter  wheat  seeded  area  for  2000  is  expected  to  total  42.9  million  acres,  down 
1  percent  from  1999.  This  is  the  smallest  seeded  area  since  1972.  Approximate  class  breakdowns  are:  Hard 
Red  Winter,  30.3  million;  Soft  Red  Winter,  9.2  million;  White  Winter,  3.4  million. 

Hard  Red  Winter  (HRW)  wheat  seeded  area  is  about  30.3  million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  1999. 
Most  HRW  states  have  planted  less  wheat.  Montana  and  South  Dakota  are  notable  exceptions;  New  Mexico  and 
North  Dakota  also  have  increased.  Dry  conditions  have  plagued  growers  from  Texas  to  Nebraska.    Extreme 
dryness  has  covered  much  of  Texas  since  August,  particularly  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  State.  Considerable 
acreage  was  either  dry  planted  or  not  planted  at  all.  Lack  of  moisture  stressed  wheat  across  Oklahoma,  but 
especially  in  the  southern  half  of  the  State. 

Arizona  and  California  durum  wheat  seeded  area  for  2000  harvest  are  placed  at  170,000  acres.  This  total 
is  up  3  percent  from  their  final  1999  planting.  Seeding  in  California's  San  Joaquin  Valley  progressed  rapidly 


during  October  and  November. 
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Montana  January  1,  2000  Cattle  and  Calf  Inventory  Unchanged,  US  Down 

For  Immediate  Release:  January  28,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:    Thomas  Chard  H  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  cattle  and  calf  inventory  was  2.6  million  head  on  January  1,  2000,  unchanged  from  a  year 
ago,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.    While  the  total  inventory  was  unchanged,  the 
mix  of  cattle  and  calves  in  the  inventory  changed  from  1999.  The  number  of  other  heifers,  steers  and  calves 
declined,  while  the  number  of  beef  cows,  beef  cow  replacements,  and  bulls  were  up  from  last  year. 

The  number  of  beef  cows  that  had  calved,  at  1.582  million  head,  was  up  2  percent  from  revised  January 
1,  1999  figure  of  1.552  million  head.  The  number  of  milk  cows  in  the  state  remained  steady  at  18,000  head. 
Beef  heifer  replacements,  weighing  500  pounds  or  more,  were  up  12  percent  from  the  previous  year  to  380,000 
head.  Milk  heifer  replacements  were  the  same  as  the  previous  year  at  10,000  head.    The  number  of  other 
heifers  weighing  500  lbs  or  more,  decreased  20  percent  from  last  year  to  180,000  head.    The  large  decrease  in 
other  heifers  is  attributed  to  more  heifers  being  marketed  during  the  year  and  more  being  retained  as  beef 
replacements.  Since  the  number  of  beef  heifer  replacements  includes  beef  heifers  to  calve  in  2000  and  2001, 
producers  decisions  regarding  how  many  beef  heifers  will  actually  be  retained  and  be  bred  to  calve  in  2001  may 
change  depending  on  market  conditions  during  the  upcoming  year. 

The  number  of  steers  weighing  500  lbs  or  more,  dropped  6  percent  from  1999  to  230,000  head.  Calves 
weighing  less  than  500  lbs,  at  95,000  head,  were  down  14  percent  from  last  year's  record  low  calf  inventory  of 
1 10,000  head.    Improved  prices  during  the  year  resulted  in  more  steers,  heifers,  and  calves  being  marketed 
during  the  year.  Bulls  weighing  500  pounds  or  more  increased  5  percent  to  105,000  head.  The  number  of  bulls 
in  inventory  ties  the  previous  record  high  inventory  set  in  1974.  The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  full  feed 
that  will  be  sent  directly  to  slaughter  were  unchanged  from  1999  at  70,000  head. 

During  1999,  1.570  million  calves  were  bom  in  Montana,  up  3  percent  from  the  revised  1998  calf  crop  of 
1.520  million.  The  increased  number  of  cows  in  inventory  and  favorable  weather  conditions  during  calving 
resulted  in  the  higher  calf  crop. 

The  number  of  operations  in  Montana  during  1999  with  one  or  more  head  of  cattle  in  the  state  dropped 
500  operations  from  1998  to  13,500.  The  decrease  is  a  result  of  fewer  operations  with  less  than  500  head.  The 
number  of  beef  cow  operations  with  one  or  more  beef  cows  declined  from  1998  to  12,300,  while  the  number  of 
operations  with  one  or  more  milk  cows  declined  to  650. 


In  the  United  States,  the  number  of  all  cattle  and  calves  on  January  1,  2000,  totaled  98.0  million  head,  1 
percent  below  the  99.1  million  on  January  1,  1999  and  2  percent  below  the  99.7  million  two  years  ago.  All  cows 
and  heifers  that  have  calved,  at  42.7  million,  were  slightly  below  the  42.9  million  on  January  1,  1999  and  1 
percent  below  the  43.1  million  two  years  ago.  Beef  cows,  at  33.5  million,  were  down  1  percent  from  both 
January  1,  1999  and  two  years  ago.  Milk  cows,  at  9. 19  million,  were  up  1  percent  from  January  1,  1999  but 
slightly  below  two  years  ago.  y-^ «     p--"-   p,   ^  ^        f  ■ "  r    T-  T^, 
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Chicken  Inventory  and  Egg  Production  Up  In  Montana  and  U.S. 


MONTANA 
AGRICULTURAL 
STATISTICS  SERVICE 
301  South  Park,  Drawer  10033 
Helena,  MT  59626-0033 
(406)  441-1240  or  1-800-835-2612 
www.nass.usda.gov/mt/ 
nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 


For  Immediate  Release:  January  28,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-.2612 

There  were  410,000  total  chickens  on  Montana  farms  and  ranches  on  December  1,  1999,  compared  with 
380,000  on  hand  last  year,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  The  December  1,  1999 
inventory  included  290,000  layers  20  weeks  old  and  older,  44,000  pullets  between  13  and  20  weeks  old,  and 
75,000  pullets  13  weeks  and  under.  The  total  value  of  all  chickens  on  December  1,  1999  was  $1.2  million,  up  8 
percent  from  the  previous  December.  The  average  value  per  bird,  at  $2.90,  remained  unchanged  from  last  year. 

Montana  chickens  produced  94  million  eggs  during  the  year  ending  November  30,  1999,  up  12  percent 
from  last  year.  The  state  had  an  average  of  290,000  layers  in  1999,  unchanged  from  a  year  ago.  The  average 
production  per  layer  on  hand  was  324  eggs,  up  12  percent  from  the  previous  year. 

The  U.S.  total  number  of  chickens  on  hand  on  December  1,  1999  (excluding  commercial  broilers)  was 
436  million  birds,  up  3  percent  from  last  year.    Potential  layers  (layers  20  weeks  old  and  older,  plus  pullets  13 
weeks  and  older  but  less  than  20  weeks)  on  hand  December  1,  1999,  totaled  368  million,  up  2  percent  from 
December  1,  1998.  Of  the  368  million  potential  layers,  90  percent  were  20  weeks  old  and  older  and  the 
remainder  were  pullets  13  weeks  and  older  but  less  than  20  weeks. 

U.S.  egg  production  during  the  year  ending  November  30,  1999  totaled  a  record  high  82.7  billion  eggs, 
up  4  percent  from  the  previous  year's  total  of  79.7  billion  eggs.  Table  egg  production,  at  69.8  billion  eggs, 
increased  4  percent  from  1998.  Hatching  egg  production,  at  12.9  billion  eggs,  increased  4  percent.  U.S.  layer 
numbers  during  1999  averaged  322  million,  up  3  percent  from  the  year  earlier.  The  annual  average  production 
per  layer  on  hand  in  1999  was  257  eggs,  compared  with  the  1998  average  of  255  eggs  per  layer. 

The  total  value  of  all  chickens  on  December  1,  1999  was  $1.15  billion,  up  1  percent  from  December 
1,1998.  The  average  value  decreased  from  $2.69  per  bird  on  December  1,  1998,  to  $2.65  per  bird  on  December 
1,  1999. 
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January  1,  2000  Sheep  Inventory  and  1999  Wool  Production 


www.nass.usda.gov/mt/ 
nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 


For  Immediate  Release:  January  28,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  sheep  and  lamb  inventory  set  a  new  record  low  at  370,000  head  on  January  1,  2000,  down  3 
percent  from  last  year,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  While  the  sheep  and  lamb 
inventory  decreased,  breeding  ewe  numbers  increased  over  last  year  while  the  number  of  replacement  lambs  on 
hand  January  1  decreased.  Unstable  prices  and  predators  in  1999  were  key  factors  in  the  continued  decline. 

Breeding  sheep  and  lamb  numbers  decreased  5,000  head  from  last  year  to  340,000  head.  Ewes  one  year 
and  older  were  up  1  percent  to  274,000  head.  Rams  one  year  and  older  at  9,000  head,  were  unchanged  from  the 
previous  year.  Replacement  lambs  at  57,000  head  were  down  9,000  head  from  a  year  ago.  The  1999  lamb  crop 
was  340,000  head,  a  drop  of  4  percent  from  the  1998  lamb  crop. 

There  were  30,000  market  sheep  and  lambs  on  hand  January  1.  Only  2,000  head  were  market  sheep.  Of 
the  28,000  total  market  lambs,  7  percent  weighed  less  than  65  pounds,  15  percent  weighed  65-84  pounds,  52 
percent  were  in  the  85-105  pound  category,  and  26  percent  were  over  105  pounds.  There  were  1,900  sheep  and 
lamb  operations  in  Montana  during  1999,  100  less  than  a  year  ago. 

Montana  wool  growers  produced  3.2  million  pounds  of  wool  during  1999,  down  7  percent  from  1998. 
The  1999  average  price  per  pound  of  wool  decreased  28  cents  to  50  cents  per  pound,  causing  the  value  of  all 
wool  produced  to  decrease  40  percent  for  a  total  value  of  $1.6  million  dollars.    The  total  head  shorn  decreased  8 
percent  from  1999  to  336,000  head.  The  average  fleece  weight  increased  from  9.3  pounds  in  1998  to  9.5 
pounds  in  1999. 

In  the  United  States,  all  sheep  and  lamb  inventory  on  January  1,  2000,  totaled  7.03  million  head,  down  3 
percent  from  1999  and  10  percent  below  two  years  ago.    Inventory  has  declined  since  1942  when  it  reached  a 
peak  of  56.2  million  head. 

Breeding  sheep  inventory  declined  to  5.16  million  head  on  January  1,  2000,  down  3  percent  from  5.30 
million  head  on  January  1,  1999.  Ewes  one  year  old  and  older,  at  4.23  million  head,  were  2  percent  below  last 
year.  The  1999  lamb  crop  of  4.72  million  head  was  down  6  percent  from  1998  to  a  new  record  low.  The  1999 
lambing  rate  was  109  per  100  ewes  one  year  old  and  older  on  January  1,  1999,  compared  with  1 10  in  1998. 

Market  sheep  and  lambs  on  January  1,  2000,  totaled  1.86  million  head,  down  3  percent  from  January  1, 
1999.  Market  lambs  comprised  96  percent  of  the  total.  Twenty-four  percent  were  Iambs  under  65  pounds,  17 
percent  were  65  -  84  pounds,  26  percent  85  -  105  pounds,  29  percent  were  over  105  pounds,  and  4  percent  were 
market  sheep.  The  number  of  U.S.  operations  with  sheep  during  1999  totaled  66,800,  down  3  percent  from 
1998  and  8  percent  from  1997. 

Shorn  wool  production  in  the  United  States  during  1999  was  46.5  million  pounds,  down  5  percent  from 
1998.  Sheep  and  lambs  shorn  totaled  6.15  million  head,  a  decrease  of  4  percent  from  1998.  The  average  price 
paid  for  wool  sold  in  1999  was  $0.38  per  pound,  compared  to  $0.60  in  1999.  The  total  wool  value  of  $17.9 
million  dollars  was  down  39  percent  from  $29.4  million  dollars  in  1998. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  December 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  30,  1999 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  December  1999  were  mostly  lower  compared  with  November  1999 
prices,  according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.63  per 
bushel,  down  13  cents  from  November's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.70  per  bushel,  down  4  cents;  spring  wheat 
\yas  6  cents  lower  at  $3.00  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  was  $1.56  and  malt  barley  was  $2.70  per  bushel. 

The  mid- January  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $66.00  per  ton,  up  $1.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$57.00  per  ton,  was  unchanged  from  December's  mid-month  price.  The  mid- January  winter  wheat  price 
averaged  $2.70  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90,  feed  barley  was  $1.55,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.70. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  December  were  mostly  higher.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased 
$1.60  to  $86.20  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  $1.50  to  $35.00  and  the  average  price  for  calves  was  up  $3.50  to95.80 
per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  $3.80  to  $32.80  per  cwt,  and  lamb  prices  increased  $4.50  to  $86.50  per  cwt. 
Milk  prices  were  down  $4.50  from  last  month  at  $12.70  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid- January 
averaged  $87.10  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  December  and  changes  from  November  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.27, 
down  15  cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.87,  down  8  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.24,  up  9  cents;  and  steer  and 
heifer  prices  were  $70.80,  down  10  cents. 

The  U.S.  mid-January  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.35  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.82  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.52  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.19.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $70.70  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $35.20,  all  hog  prices  were  $36.30  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  58.0  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  January  was  90  based  on  1990-92=100,  down  2 
points  (2.2  percent)  from  the  December  index.  Lower  prices  for  broilers,  milk,  turkeys,  and  tomatoes  more  than 
offset  price  increases  for  com,  lettuce,  soybeans,  and  cotton.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of  commodities 
farmers  sell  also  affects  the  overall  index.  Lower  seasonal  marketings  of  cotton,  tobacco,  grapes,  and 
cottonseed  more  than  offset  the  relatively  higher  marketings  of  com,  soybeans,  cattle,  and  rice.  These  marketing 
changes  account  for  one  point  of  the  January  index  decrease. 

Compared  with  January  1999,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  7  points  (7.2  percent)  lower.  Price  decreases 
from  January  1999  for  milk,  soybeans,  cotton,  and  com  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  cattle,  hogs,  lettuce, 
and  apples. 
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Montana  Privately-Owned  Grazing  Rates  Increased 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  January  31,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:    Tom  Chard  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  average  grazing  fees  paid  by  Montana  producers  for  grazing  livestock  on  privately  owned,  non- 
irrigated  grazing  land  were  up  for  all  methods  in  1999.    The  average  amount  paid  for  grazing  livestock  on  an 
AUM  (animal  unit  month)  basis  was  up  60  cents  from  1998  to  $13.20  per  month.  Cattle  producers  paid  $15.00 
per  cow-calf  pair  in  1999,  up  70  cents  from  the  previous  year.  The  average  per  head  rate  was  $14.00  per  month 
in  1999,  up  70  cents  from  last  year. 

In  the  17  States  that  estimate  grazing  fees  in  the  United  States,  the  average  charge  on  an  AUM  basis  was 
$11.10  per  month  in  1999,  down  30  cents  from  the  previous  year.  Cow-calf  rates  averaged  $12.80  per  month, 
down  20  cents  and  per  head  rates  averaged  $1 1.50  per  month,  down  10  cents  from  1998. 

All  grazing  fees  are  for  privately,  owned  non-irrigated  grazing  land.  Rates  charged  for  public  land, 
irrigated  land,  and  harvested  cropland  were  excluded.  The  average  AUM  rate  also  includes  reported  AUM  rates 
plus  reported  cow-calf  rates  that  were  converted  to  an  AUM  basis.  The  cow-calf  rate  was  converted  to  AUM 
basis  using  the  following  formula  (1  AUM=cow-calf  *0.833). 
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First  Aquaculture  Census  Catches  Nearly  $1  Billion  in  Sales  Nationally 
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Helena,  MT  59626-0033 
(406)  441-1240  or  1-800-835-2612 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  2,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  aquaculture  census  shows  that  the  value  of  Montana's  aquaculture  sales  was  over 
$300,000  in  1998.  All  of  the  sales  were  from  trout  production.  The  report  also  provides  information  on  the 
number  of  fish  distributed  for  restoration  or  conservation  purposes  by  state  and  federal  hatcheries. 

The  Nation's  first  census  of  aquaculture  revealed  interesting  facts-and  confirmed  some 
expectations-about  one  of  agriculture's  fastest  growing  sectors.  The  1998  Census  of  Aquaculture,  conducted  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS),  provides  a  wide  variety  of 
data  relating  to  methods  of  production,  sources  of  water,  sales  and  sale  outlets,  cooperative  agreements  and 
contracts,  sizes  of  operation  based  on  sales,  and  aquaculture  distributed  for  restoration  or  conservation  purposes. 

This  special  census  provided  the  first  detailed  picture  of  the  aquaculture  industry  and  revealed  that: 

*■  Mississippi  topped  the  sales  charts,  capturing  nearly  30  percent  of  the  $978  million 

dollars  of  domestic  aquaculture  produced  in  1998.  Arkansas,  Florida,  Maine,  and 
Alabama  came  in  second  through  fifth,  respectively,  in  sales. 

►■  Food  fish  (e.g.,  catfish,  trout,  salmon,  tilapia,  hybrid  striped  bass,  etc.)  accounted  for 

about  two-thirds  of  the  aquaculture  sales  and  just  under  half  of  the  farms  producing 
aquaculture. 

»■  The  value  of  aquacultural  products  sold  continues  to  grow,  jumping  over  twenty  percent 

in  the  last  year:  sales  totaled  $807  million  in  1997,  then  rose  to  $978  million  in  1998. 

The  census  of  aquaculture  contains  information  about  food  fish,  baitfish,  mollusks,  crustaceans, 
ornamental  fish,  sport/game  fish,  algae  and  sea  vegetables,  and  other  fish  and  aquacultural  products.  To 
discover  the  wealth  of  aquaculture  and  other  agricultural  statistics  available  from  NASS,  including 
hundreds  of  commodity  production  and  price  reports,  or  to  review  a  full  catalog  of  NASS  products  and 
services,  visit  the  NASS  Home  Page  at  www.usda.gov/nass/.  The  1998  Census  of  Aquaculture,  1997 
Census  of  Agriculture  reports.  State  and  County  Profiles,  Highlights,  and  a  slide  show  presenting  Quick 
Facts  are  accessible  by  clicking  "Census  of  Agriculture."  For  other  information,  e-mail 
nass@nass.usda.gov  or  call  1-800-727-9540.  To  order  a  printed  copy  of  any  NASS  report,  call  the  NASS 
Order  Desk  at  1-800-999-6779. 
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1999  Crop  Values ''"''  ''''"'^^  ^^^^o 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  14,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  value  of  Montana's  1999  all  wheat  crop  fell  4  percent  from  1998  to  $492.8  million.  Total 
production  was  down  ten  percent,  but  the  season  average  price  increased  17  cents  per  bushel.  The  1999  season 
average  price  for  all  wheat  was  $3.20  per  bushel  compared  with  $3.03  last  season. 

The  estimated  value  of  Montana's  winter  wheat  crop  fell  20  percent  from  the  last  yearto  $108.7  million. 
The  preliminary  season  average  price  was  up  15  cents  to  $2.95,  but  with  1999  production  being  the  smallest 
since  1985  the  overall  crop  value  was  reduced.  Spring  wheat's  value  of  production  was  estimated  at  $351.0 
million,  up  4  percent  from  1998.  The  season  average  price  increased  12  cents  to  $3.25.  Production  for  each  of 
the  last  two  years  was  108.0  million  bushels.  Durum  wheat's  season  average  price  increased  27  cents  from 
1998  to  $3.50,  but  the  total  crop  value  of  $33.1  million  was  down  15  percent  from  1998  because  production 
decreased  22  percent  in  1999. 

Total  value  of  production  for  barley  was  estimated  at  $123.6  million,  down  5  percent  from  the  previous 
te'ear.  The  1999  season  average  price,  at  $2.15,  was  down  12  cents  from  1998.  Lower  production  in  1999  and 
lower  average  price  resulted  in  the  lower  production  value. 

The  season  average  price  for  all  hay  decreased  $7.50  from  last  year  to  $64.50  per  ton.  Slightly  higher 
production  and  the  lower  price  reduced  the  value  of  production  10  percent  to  $317.6  million.  Alfalfa  hay's  1999 
season  average  price  was  estimated  at  $65.50,  down  $7.50  from  last  year  while  other  hay's  season  average  price 
decreased  $6.50  to  $56.00. 

#end# 
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March  Crops  and  Hogs  Surveys  to  Measure  Planting  Intentions,  Stocks  and  Hog  Inventories 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  14,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Thomas  Chard  D  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

What  are  farmers  planting  intentions  for  the  2000  crop  year?    How  much  grain  is  still  being  stored  from 
the  1999  crop  season?  How  has  hogs  and  pigs  prices  affected  inventories?    To  gather  reliable  and  accurate 
information,  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be 
surveying  producers  in  the  March  Crops  and  Hogs  Agricultural  Surveys. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  conducting  the  survey  between  February  29  th  and 
March  17th.  The  surveys  includes  questions  on  planting  intentions  for  small  grains  and  row  crops,  acres  of  hay 
expected  to  be  harvested,  stocks,  and  hog  and  pig  inventories.  Approximately  1,500  Montana  producers  will  be 
contacted  during  the  survey. 

The  information  gathered  is  widely  used.  Producers  rely  on  the  data  to  reach  valid  production, 
marketing,  and  investment  decisions.  Industry  analysts,  extension  agents,  and  farm  organizations  use  the 
information  in  a  variety  of  ways  that  benefit  farmers. 

P  "We  safeguard  the  confidentiality  of  all  survey  responses,"  said  Peggy  Stringer,  Montana  State 

Statistician.  "Information  from  individual  operations  is  combined  with  other  responses  to  provide  the  needed 
data."  MASS  works  with  farmers  and  ranchers  to  provide  meaningful,  accurate,  and  objective  statistics  that  help 
keep  U.S.  agriculture  informed. 

-end- 
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Farm  Numbers  Continue  Graaual'IJpward  Trend 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  18,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Thomas  Chard  U  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  number  of  farms  and  ranches  in  Montana  increased  to  28,000  during  1999,  500  more  than  a  year 
earher  mostly  because  of  the  rise  in  numbers  of  smaller  farms.  The  Montana  1998-1999  farm  and  ranch 
numbers  were  subgrouped  by  economic  sales  classes  for  the  first  time.  There  were  1 1,500  farms  compared  with 
12,000  in  1998  in  the  economic  sales  class  of  $1,000  to  $9,999;  10,700  farms  in  1999  up  from  10,000  last  year 
in  the  economic  sales  class  of  $10,000  to  $99,999  and  5,800  farms  this  year  in  the  economic  sales  class  of 
$100,000  or  more  compared  with  5,500  in  1998.  The  land  in  farms  and  ranches  is  estimated  at  57.0  million 
acres,  down  .5  million  from  1998.  The  economic  sales  breakdown  of  land  in  farm  and  ranches  follows:  $1,000 
to  $9,999  -  4.1  million  acres  and  4.0  million  in  1998;  $10,000  to  $99,999  -  17.0  million  acres,  up  from  16.9 
million  last  year;  $100,000  or  more  -  35.9  million  acres,  down  from  36.6  million  acres  in  1998. 

The  number  of  farms  in  the  United  States  in  1999  is  estimated  at  2.19  million,  up  fractionally  from  1998. 
The  increase  in  farm  numbers  can  be  attributed  to  the  continued  rise  in  the  number  of  small  farms.  Total  land  in 
farms,  at  947.3  million  acres,  was  down  0.7  percent  or  6.2  million  acres  from  last  year.  This  decline  in  land  in 
farms  continues  the  historical  trend  of  less  land  in  farms.  The  average  farm  size  decreased  3  acres  from  1998  to 
432  acres.  The  U.S.  number  of  farms  in  the  $l,000-$9,999  economic  sales  class  increased  15,690  to  1,196,640 
in  1999.  Those  with  sales  in  the  $10,000-$99,999  economic  sales  class  decreased  3,760  from  1998  to  648,550 
farms.  The  $100,000  and  over  sales  class  dropped  9,220  farms  from  1998  to  348,880  in  1999.  The  drop  in  this 
class  is  attributed  to  low  commodity  prices  during  1999.  The  South  Region  showed  the  largest  increase  in 
number  of  farms,  up  2,300  or  0.2  percent.  The  North-central  Region  was  the  only  region  to  decline  in  farm 
numbers  during  1999.  This  region  was  down  500  farms  or  less  than  0.1  percent  from  1998.  Farm  numbers 
during  1999  increased  in  13  States,  declined  in  13  States,  and  remained  unchanged  in  24  States.  States  with  an 
increase  of  1,000  farms  were  Kentucky,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  NewYork,  Oklahoma,  Oregon, 
Texas,  and  Virginia.  States  with  a  decrease  of  1,000  farms  were  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Indiana,  Iowa,  and 
Pennsylvania.  Farm  and  ranch  land  declined  in  a  total  of  26  States  while  the  remaining  24  were  unchanged. 
Texas  continues  to  lead  the  Nation  with  130.5  million  acres  of  land  in  farms  and  ranches,  down  1  million  acres 
from  the  previous  year. 
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1999  Wheat,  Barley  and  Oats  County  Estimates  Now  Ayailable 


TJlQi    MONTANA 
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(406)  441-1240  or  1-800-835-2612 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  18,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stnnger  at  1-800-835-2612. 

County  estimates  for  1999  production  of  all  wheat,  winter  wheat,  spring  wheat,  durum  wheat,  barley  and 
oats  are  now  available  in  printed  form  from  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  or  you  may  find  them 
under  county  data  on  our  website  at  http://wvvw.nass.usda.gov/mt/. 


The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  compiles  the  only  annual  county  estimates  for  Montana. 
These  county  statistics  are  based  on  an  acreage  and  production  survey  conducted  during  the  fall  of  1999. 
Questionnaires  were  sent  to  a  sample  of  farmers  and  ranchers  throughout  Montana  asking  for  information  on  the 
1999  acreage  and  production  of  their  crops.  About  7,500  questionnaires  were  tabulated.  Thanks  to  those  who 
participated!  Cropping  practice  estimates  were  funded  by  the  Montana  Wheat  &  Barley  Committee. 

#end# 
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Montana  and  U.S.  Red  Meat  Production  Down 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  25,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Thomas  Chard  H  or  Curtis  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana  slaughter  plants  produced  1.7  million  pounds,  dressed  weight,  of  red  meat  during  January 
2000,  down  16  percent  from  last  year,  and  13  percent  below  than  last  month.  Cattle  slaughter,  at  1.900  head 
was  200  head  less  than  a  year  ago.  The  average  live  weight  of  1,128  pounds  increased  13  pounds  from  last  year. 

There  were  2,000  head  of  hogs  slaughtered  in  Montana  during  January,  down  1,600  head  from  a  year 
ago.  The  average  live  weight,  at  256  pounds,  was  up  19  pounds  from  last  year.  Sheep  slaughtered  amounted  to 
300  head,  compared  with  200  slaughtered  last  January.  The  average  live  weight  of  128  pounds  was  one  pounds 
heavier  than  last  year. 

Commercial  red  meat  production  for  the  United  States  totaled  3.78  billion  pounds  in  January  2000, 
down  1  percent  from  the  3.83  billion  pounds  produced  last  January.  January  1999  contained  21  weekdays 
(including  two  holidays)  and  5  Saturdays.  January  2000  contained  21  weekdays  (including  one  holiday)  and  5 
Saturdays  (including  one  holiday).  Beef  production,  at  2.18  billion  pounds,  was  slightly  above  the  previous  year. 
Ipattle  slaughter  totaled  2.94  million  head,  down  1  percent  froml999.  The  average  live  weight  was  up  9  pounds 
from  the  previous  year,  at  1,229  pounds.  Veal  production  totaled  17.0  million  pounds,  2  percent  below  January  a 
year  ago  and  equal  to  the  previous  record  low  for  January  set  in  1998.  Calf  slaughter  totaled  93  thousand  head, 
down  12  percent  from  Januaryl999.  The  average  live  weight  was  33  pounds  above  last  year,  at  31 1  pounds. 
Pork  production  totaled  1.57  billion  pounds,  down  4  percent  from  the  previous  year.  Hog  kill  totaled  8.14 
million  head,  5  percent  below  1999.  The  average  live  weight  was  3  pounds  above  the  previous  year,  at  262 
pounds.  Lamb  and  mutton  production,  at  19.0  million  pounds,  was  up  7  percent  from  January  1999.  Sheep 
slaughter  totaled  282  thousand  head,  5  percent  above  last  year.  The  average  live  weight  was  137  pounds,  up  3 
pounds  from  January  a  year  ago. 

#end# 
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Montana  and  United  States  Honey  Production  Down 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  28,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Thomas  Chard  H  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  honey  producers  with  five  or  more  colonies  produced  8.54  million  pounds  of  honey  in  1999, 
down  39  percent  from  1998,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  A  substantial  drop  in 
honey  yields  caused  the  large  decrease  in  production.    Honey  yields  were  off  52  pounds  per  colony  from  1998 
to  average  70  pounds  per  colony.    There  were  122,000  colonies  producing  honey  in  1999.    Stocks  of  honey  on 
hand  on  December  15,  1999  totaled  2.1  million  pounds,  down  61  percent  from  1998. 

Prices  for  Montana  honey  averaged  60  cents  per  pound  in  1999,  down  4  cents  per  pound  from  1998. 
The  value  of  honey  production  in  1999  was  5.1  million  dollars,  down  43  percent  from  the  1998  honey  crop  of 
9.0  million  dollars.  Montana  ranked  sixth  in  the  nation  in  the  number  of  honey  producing  colonies  and  seventh 
in  honey  production  and  value  of  production  in  1999. 

United  States  honey  production  in  1999  from  producers  with  five  or  more  colonies  totaled  205  million 
pounds,  down  7  percent  from  1998.  There  were  2.69  million  colonies  producing  honey  in  1999,  up  2  percent 
kfrom  1998.  Yield  per  colony  averaged  76.3  pounds,  down  7.4  pounds  from  the  83.7  pounds  in  1998.  Colonies 
which  produced  in  more  than  one  State  were  counted  in  each  State  and  yields  per  colony  may  therefore  be 
understated.  Colonies  were  not  counted  if  honey  was  not  harvested.  Producer  honey  stocks  were  79.4  million 
pounds  on  December  15,  1999,  down  2  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

Prices  in  the  U.S.  for  the  1999  crop  averaged  59.9  cents  per  pound,  down  8  percent  from  65.5  cents  in 
1998.  Prices  are  based  on  retail  sales  by  producers  and  sales  to  private  processors  and  co-ops.  At  the  State 
level,  prices  reflect  the  portions  of  honey  sold  retail,  coop  and  private.    Coop  and  Private  prices  were  lower  for 
all  color  classes  in  1999. 

#end# 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  January 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  February  29,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  January  2000  were  mixed  compared  with  December  1999  prices, 
according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.63  per 
bushel,  unchanged  from  December's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.73  per  bushel,  up  3  cents;  spring  wheat  was  10 
cents  lower  at  $2.90  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  was  $1.60  and  malt  barley  was  $2.74  per  bushel. 

The  mid-February  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $67.00  per  ton,  up  $1.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$57.00  per  ton,  was  unchanged  from  January's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-February  winter  wheat  price 
averaged  $2.60  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90,  feed  barley  was  $1.50,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.70. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  January  were  mostly  higher.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased  70 
cents  to  $86.90  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  50  cents  to  $35.50  and  the  average  price  for  calves  was  up  $7.20  to 
$103.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  50  cents  to  $33.30  per  cwt,  and  lamb  prices  decreased  $6.50  to  $80.00 
|per  cwt.  Milk  prices  were  down  90  cents  from  last  month  at  $1 1.80  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for 
mid-February  averaged  $86.10  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  January  and  changes  from  December  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.32,  up 
5  cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.80,  down  7  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.05,  down  19  cents;  and  steer  and 
heifer  prices  were  $71.60,  up  80  cents. 

The  U.S.  mid-February  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.42  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.81  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.58  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.14.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $70.80  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $37.00,  all  hog  prices  were  $39.60  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  68.6  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  February  was  92  based  on  1990-92=100, 
up  2  points  (2.2  percent)  from  the  January  index.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers  sell 
affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  milk,  cattle,  broilers,  and  hogs  more  than  offset  the 
relatively  lower  marketings  of  com,  soybeans,  tobacco,  and  cotton.  These  marketing  changes  accounted  for  most 
of  the  February  index  increase.  Higher  prices  for  hogs,  eggs,  com,  and  soybeans  offset  price  decreases  for 
lettuce,  broilers,  milk,  and  apples. 

Compared  with  February  1999,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  4  points  (4.2  percent)  lower.  Price 
decreases  from  February  1999  for  milk,  lettuce,  oranges,  and  cotton  more  than  offset  price  increases  for  cattle, 
hogs,  calves,  and  apples. 
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1999  Montana  Red  Meat  Production  Up  and  U.S.  Sets  Record  Highs 


www.nass.usda.gov/mt/ 
nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  6,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stnnger  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana  slaughter  plants  produced  22.2  million  pounds,  dressed  weight,  of  red  meat  during  1999,  compared  with 
19.4  million  pounds  in  1998,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  There  were  24,500  cattle 
slaughtered  during  1999,  up  12  percent  from  the  previous  year.  The  total  live  weight  of  27.2  million  pounds  was  up  10 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.  The  average  live  weight  was  down  20  pounds  to  1,108  pounds. 

There  were  31,800  hogs  slaughtered  in  Montana,  an  increase  of  3,700  head  from  1998.  Total  live  weight  of  7.8 
million  pounds  was  up  28  percent  from  1998.  The  average  live  weight  was  244  pounds  per  head  compared  with  218  the 
previous  year.  Sheep  slaughter  amounted  to  3,500  head,  an  increase  of  300  head  from  a  year  earlier.  The  average  live 
weight  of  128  pounds  was  2  pounds  lighter  than  the  previous  year.  Total  live  weight  of  all  sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered 
in  1999  increased  35,000  pounds  from  1998  to  446,000  pounds. 

The  number  of  Montana  federally  inspected  slaughter  plants  on  January  1,  2000  was  12,  down  1  from  1999. 
There  were  144  non-federally  inspected  plants  on  January  1,  2000,  up  1 1  from  the  same  date  a  year  ago. 

United  States  red  meat  production  in  commercial  plants  and  on  farms  totaled  46.3  billion  pounds  in  1999.  This 
was  2  percent  higher  than  the  previous  record  high  set  in  1998.  Red  meat  includes  beef,  veal,  pork,  and  lamb  and  mutton. 
Red  meat  production  in  commercial  plants  totaled  46.1  billion  pounds.  Beef  production,  at  26.5  billion  pounds,  was  up  3 
percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  2  percent  higher  than  the  previous  record  high  set  in  1976.    Veal  production  totaled  233 
million  pounds,  down  1 1  percent  from  the  previous  record  low  set  last  year.  Pork  production,  at  19.3  billion  pounds, 
eclipsed  the  previous  record  high  set  a  year  earlier  by  2  percent.  Lamb  and  mutton  production  totaled  247  million 
pounds,  falling  2  percent  below  the  previous  record  low  set  a  year  ago. 

Commercial  cattle  slaughter  during  1999  totaled  36.1  million  head,  up  2  percent  from  1998,  with  federal 
inspection  comprising  98.2  percent  of  the  total.  The  average  live  weight  was  1,210  pounds,  up  7  pounds  from  a  year  ago. 
Steers  comprised  49.6  percent  of  the  total  federally  inspected  slaughter,  heifers  32.8  percent,  dairy  cows  7.3  percent, 
other  cows  8.5  percent,  and  bulls  1.8  percent.    Commercial  calf  slaughter  totaled  1.28_million  head,  down  12  percent 
from  a  year  ago  with  97.6  percent  under  federal  inspection.  The  average  live  weight  was  291  pounds,  up  6  pounds  from  a 
year  earlier. 

Commercial  hog  slaughter  totaled  101.5  million  head,  up  1  percent  from  1998  with  98.2  percent  of  the  hogs 
slaughtered  under  federal  inspection.  The  average  live  weight  was  up  3  pounds  from  last  year,  at  259  pounds.  Barrows 
and  gilts  comprised  96.3  percent  of  the  total  federally  inspected  slaughter.  Commercial  sheep  and  lamb  slaughter,  at  3.70 
million  head,  was  down  3  percent  from  1998  with  96.1  percent  comprised  by  federal  inspection.  The  average  live  weight 
rose  1  pound  from  1998  to  133  pounds. 

There  were  909  slaughtering  plants  under  federal  inspection  on  January  1,  2000,  compared  with  931  last  year.  Of 
these,  759  slaughtered  at  least  one  head  of  cattle  during  1999  with  15  slaughtering  over  55  percent  of  the  total  cattle 
killed.  There  were  728  plants  that  slaughtered  hogs,  with  12  accounting  for  over  50  percent  of  the  total.  Likewise,  9  of 
the  327  plants  that  slaughtered  calves  accounted  for  over  55  percent  of  the  total  and  2  of  the  56 1  plants  that  slaughtered 
sheep  or  lambs  in  1999  comprised  nearly  40  percent  of  the  total  head. 
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Montana  and  U.S.  Farm  Real  Estate  Values  Up 


For  immediate  release:  March  24,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Curtis  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  average  value  of  farm  real  estate  in  Montana  on  January  1,  2000  was  $300  per  acre,  up  $4.00  from 

1999,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.    The  average  value  of  cropland  dropped  $3.00 
to  $458  per  acre,  compared  with  a  year  ago.  The  average  value  of  irrigated  cropland  came  in  at  $1,320,  $10.00 
more  than  a  year  ago  while  non-irrigated  cropland  fell  $5.00  per  acre  to  $335  per  acre  on  January  1,  2000. 
Pasture  average  value  per  acre  increased  $5.00  to  $205  per  acre.  Montana  farm  real  estate  values  have  been 
steadily  increasing  over  the  past  five  years. 

U.S.  farm  real  estate  values,  including  all  land  and  buildings,  averaged  $1,050  per  acre  on  January  1, 

2000,  up  2.9  percent  from  January  1,  1999.  The  $30  per  acre  increase  in  farm  real  estate  value  during  1999 
continued  the  climb  that  began  in  1987.  However,  the  2.9  percent  increase  is  the  smallest  percentage  gain  since 
1992.  The  overall  increase  was  slowed  by  cropland  values  which  rose  only  2.1  percent  during  1999.  Cropland 
values  had  been  increasing  recently  by  more  than  5  percent  a  year. 


m 


The  average  value  of  cropland  in  the  U.S.  rose  2.1  percent  to  a  value  of  $1,440  per  acre.  The  largest 
percentage  increases,  at  7.6  and  7.5  percent,  were  in  the  Southeast  and  Lake  Regions,  respectively.  While  in  the 
'om  Belt,  cropland  values  began  to  show  the  impact  of  low  commodity  prices  by  decreasing  1.0  percent. 
Cropland  values  were  highest  in  the  Pacific  region  at  $3,460  per  acre  and  lowest  in  the  Northern  Plains  at  $668 
per  acre.  Cropland  values  varied  widely  across  States. 


Pasture  average  value  per  acre  for  the  U.S.  increased  2.8  percent,  to  $517  per  acre.  The  Mountain  and 
Southern  Plains  accounting  for  half  of  the  pastureland  in  the  U.S.  both  showed  increases  close  to  2  percent. 
Pasture  values  were  highest  in  the  Northeast  Region,  at  $2,090  per  acre,  and  lowest  in  the  Northern  Plains 
Region  at  $230  per  acre. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  February 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  30,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  February  2000  were  mixed  compared  with  January  2000  prices, 
according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.67  per 
bushel,  up  4  cents  from  January's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.84  per  bushel,  up  1 1  cents;  spring  wheat  was  I 
cent  lower  at  $2.89  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  was  $1.58  and  malt  barley  was  $2.71  per  bushel. 

The  mid-March  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $65.00  per  ton,  down  $2.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$53.00  per  ton,  was  down  $4.00  from  February's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-March  winter  wheat  price 
averaged  $2.60  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90,  feed  bariey  was  $1.60,-and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.70. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  February  were  mostly  higher.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  decreased 
$1.50  to  $85.40  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  $1.30  to  $36.80  and  the  average  price  for  calves  was  up  $2.00  to 
$105.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  $6.30  to  $39.60  per  cwt,  and  lamb  prices  were  unchanged  at  $80.00 
per  cwt.  Milk  prices  were  up  50  cents  from  last  month  at  $12.30  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-March 
averaged  $85.60  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  February  and  changes  from  January  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.37,  up  5 
cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.82,  up  2  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.13,  up  8  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer  prices 
were  $71.20,  down  40  cents. 

The  U.S.  mid-March  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.37  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.85  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.57  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.14.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $72.80  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $38.60,  all  hog  prices  were  $41.30  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  57.4  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  March  was  96  based  on  1990-92=100, 
up  4  points  (4.3  percent)  from  the  February  index.  Higher  prices  for  cattle,  lettuce,  broilers,  and  broccoli  more 
than  offset  price  decreases  for  eggs,  strawberries,  celery,  and  apples.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  farmers  sell  affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  milk,  strawberries, 
broilers,  and  tomatoes  more  than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  cattle,  cotton,  com,  and  oranges. 
These  marketing  changes  accounted  for  one  point  of  the  March  index  increase.  Compared  with  March  1999,  the 
All  Farm  Products  Index  was  unchanged.  Price  decreases  from  March  1999  for  milk,  oranges,  eggs,  and  rice 
offset  price  increases  for  hogs,  cattle,  calves,  and  lettuce. 
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March  1,  2000  Grain  Stocks 
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For  Immediate  Release:  March  31,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

All  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  March  1,  2000  totaled  108.7  million  bushels,  up  2  percent  from  Marchl, 
1999.  Stocks  stored  on  the  farm  accounted  for  88.0  million  bushels  of  the  total  with  the  remaining  20.7  million ' 
bushels  stored  off  farm.  All  spring  wheat  stocks,  at  84.4  million  bushels,  were  up  18  percent  froni'last  year  and 
accounted  for  78  percent  of  the  total  wheat  stocks.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  24.3  million  bushels, 
down  from  35.8  million  bushels  last  year.  Durum  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  9.1  million  bushels,  up  10 
percent  from  last  year.  All  wheat  disappearance  for  the  December  1999  -  February  2000  quarter  was  53.1 
million  bushels,  compared  with  53.5  million  for  the  same  quarter  last  year.  Barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on 
March  1,  1999  totaled  22.05  million  bushels,  down  15  percent  from  a  year  ago.  Oats  stocks  in  all  positions  were 
estimated  at  2.25  million  bushels,  up  20  percent  from  last  year. 

Nationally,  all  wheat  stored  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  2000  totaled  1.41  billion  bushels,  down  3 
percent  from  a  year  ago.  On-farm  stocks  are  estimated  at  423  million  bushels,  down  10  percent  from  last  year. 
Off-farm  stocks,  at  989  million  bushels,  are  up  1  percent  from  a  year  ago.  The  indicated  December  1999  - 
February  2000  quarter  disappearance  is  473  million  bushels,  up  6  percent  from  the  same  period  m  1999.  Durum 
wheat  stocks  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  2000  totaled  81.4  million  bushels,  down  8  percent  from  a  year  ago. 
On-farm  stocks  at  51.7  million  bushels,  are  down  1 1  percent  from  1999.    Off-farm  stocks  totaled  29.7  million 
bushels,  down  2  percent  from  a  year  ago.    The  indicated  December  1999  -  February  2000  quarter  disappearance 
of  28.6  million  bushels  is  up  43  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  eariier. 

Barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  2000  are  estimated  at  170.2  million  bushels,  15  percent  below 
last  year.  Of  the  total  barley  stocks  on  hand,  59.3  million  bushels  are  stored  on  farms,  32  percent  below  a  year 
ago.  Off-farm  stocks,  at  110.9  million  bushels,  are  only  2  percent  below  1999.  Indicated  disappearance  during 
the  December  1999  -  February  2000  quarter  totaled  71  million  bushels,  8  percent  lower  than  the  same  period  a'^ 
year  earlier.  Oats  stored  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  2000  totaled  101  million  bushels,  10  percent  below  the 
stocks  on  March  1,  1999.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  52.9  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farm,  14  percent 
above  this  time  last  year.  Off-farm  stocks  totaled  48.5  million  bushels,  5  percent  below  a  year  eariier.  Indicated 
disappearance  during  the  December  1999-February  2000  quarter  totaled  34.5  million  bushels,  12  percent  more 
than  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

Com  stocks  in  all  positions  on  March  1,  2000  totaled  5.61  billion  bushels,  down  2  percent  from  March 
1,  1999.  Of  the  total  stocks,  3.30  billion  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  down  8  percent  from  a  year  ago. 
Off-farm  stocks,  at  2.31  billion  bushels,  were  up  9  percent  from  a  year  ago.  The  December  1999  -  February 
2000  quarter  indicated  disappearance  is  2.42  billion  bushels,  3  percent  above  the  disappearance  of  2.36  billion 
bushels  during  the  same  period  a  year  eariier. 
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For  Immediate  Release:  March  31,  2000 

For  More  Information  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana  spring  wheat  producers  expect  to  seed  3.7  million  acres  in  2000,  and  if  these  expectations 
hold,  seedings  would  be  down  1 1  percent  from  1999,  and  would  be  the  lowest  acreage  since  1994.  Winter 
wheat  seedings  remained  unchanged  from  the  December  estimate  at  1.50  million  acres,  up  450,000  from  last 
year.  Durum  wheat  acreage,  at  530,000  acres,  is  up  from  360,000  acres  planted  in  1999,  up  47  percent  from 
last  year.  Adding  the  winter  wheat  seeded  last  fall  to  the  other  spring  and  durum  wheal  intended  seedings  shows 
5.73  million  acres  of  all  wheat,  up  nearly  3  percent  from  last  year's  acreage. 

Montana  barley  producers  intend  to  plant  an  estimated  1,2  million  acres,  down  8  percent  from  last  year. 
The  intended  seeded  acreage  for  oats  is  expected  to  be  130,000  acres,  down  40,000  acres  from  1999,  and 
growers  intend  to  harvest  60,000  acres  of  this  crop  for  grain,  10,000  acres  less  than  last  year.  Corn  growers 
intend  to  plant  75,000  acres,  up  10,000  acres  from  last  year.  Farmers  intend  to  plant  an  estimated  61,000  acres 
of  sugar  beets,  down  800  acres  from  1999.  The  area  planted  to  dry  beans  is  expected  to  total  29,000  acres,  up 
9  percent  from  last  year.  An  estimated  2.5  million  acres  of  hay  are  expected  to  be  harvested,  which  is  100,000 
acres  less  than  1999's  harvested  acreage. 
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Nationally,  other  spring  wheat  growers  intend  to  plant  14.8  million  acres  this  year,  down  4  percent 
from  1999.  This  would  be  the  smallest  area  since  1988.  About  13.8  million  acres  of  the  total  are  Hard  Red 
Spring  wheat.  Large  acreage  reductions  are  expected  in  Montana  and  South  Dakota,  while  Minnesota  and 
North  Dakota  growers  intend  to  plant  more  acres  than  last  year.  Winter  wheat  planted  area  for  harvest  in  2000 
is  43.2  million  acres,  down  less  than  1  percent  from  1999  but  1  percent  above  the  previously  published  level. 
Most  of  the  increase  from  the  "Winter  Wheat  Seedings"  report  occuned  in  Texas  and  several  Southeastern  states 
where  planting  continues  after  December  1.  Of  the  total,  about  30.5  million  acres  are  Hard  Red  Winter,  9.3 
million  acres  Soft  Red  Winter,  and  3.5  million  acres  White  winter.  Area  seeded  to  durum  wheat  is  expected  to 
total  3.61  million  acres,  down  11  percent  from  1999.  Due  to  strong  durum  prices,  Montana  growers  intend  to 
plant  their  largest  total  since  1957.  This  is  more  than  offset  by  an  expected  16  percent  decrease  in  North 
Dakota,  the  largest  durum  producing  state.  Seeding  in  the  San  Joaquin  and  Imperial  Valleys  of  Califomia 
progressed  rapidly  during  January  and  February. 

U.S.  barley  growers  intend  to  seed  5.73  million  acres  for  2000,  up  10  percent  from  the  5.22  million 
acres  seeded  a  year  ago.  Montana  is  decreasing  bariey  by  100,000  acres,  or  8  percent.  North  Dakota  and 
Mmnesota  are  increasing  acres  by  41  and  35  percent,  respectively.  Of  the  27  States  that  estimate  barley  seeding, 
eight  States  are  reducing  acreage,  12  States  are  increasing  acreage,  and  four  States  are  showing  no  change  from 

1999.  Three  States  have  been  added  this  year  and  have  no  history.  Oats  seeded  and  to  be  seeded  by  U.S. 
farmers  for  the  2000  crop  year  is  expected  to  total  4.35  million  acres,  down  320,000  acres  from  last  year's  final 
planted  acres.  Growers  expect  to  harvest  2.47  million  acres  for  grain,  1  percent  above  the  final  1999  harvested 
acreage.  If  farmers'  intentions  are  realized,  this  would  be  the  lowest  planted  acres  recorded  since  1866,  breaking 
the  previous  record  low  of  4.64  million  acres  set  in  1996.  Acres  intended  to  be  harvested  for  grain  would  be  the 
second  lowest  on  record,  slightly  above  last  year's  record  low  2.45  million  acres. 

Dry  bean  growers  intend  to  plant  1.84  million  acres  of  dry  beans  in  2000,  down  9  percent  from  both  last 
year  and  two  years  ago.  Corn  growers  nationally  intend  to  plant  77.9  million  acres  of  com  for  all  purposes  in 

2000,  up  1  percent  from  1999,  but  down  3  percent  from  1998.  Expected  acreage  is  down  in  Nebraska,  the  Great 
Lakes  region,  and  mid-Atlantic  States  due  mostly  to  dry  conditions.  Intended  acreage  is  up  in  the  central  Com 
Belt,  Northern  Plains,  Southeast,  and  West.  The  area  planted  to  sugar  beets  is  expected  to  total  1.58  million 
acres,  1  percent  above  tiie  1999  crop  year.  If  grovvers'  intentions  arc  realized,  planted  acres  will  increase  in  6  of 
the  12  sugar  beet  producing  States. 

Hay  producers  expect  to  harvest  63.1  million  acres  of  hay  in  2000,  down  less  than  1  percent  from  the 
63.2  million  acres  harvested  the  previous  year.  Acreage  reductions  are  expected  in  15  states,  while  growers  in 
9  states  intend  to  harvest  the  same  number  of  acres  as  1999.  The  States  with  increased  expectations  are  mostly 
in  the  East  where  last  year's  dry  conditions  reduced  hay  stocks.  In  New  York  the  acres  of  all  hay  harvested  is 
expected  to  increase  by  300,000  acres,  or  20  percent.  South  Carolina  is  expecting  a  30,000  acre  increase,  or  10 
percent.  All  other  States  are  within  less  than  10  percent  of  1999  harvested  acres. 
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Horticulture  Now  a  $10  Billion  Industry 


For  immediate  release:  April  4,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Steve  Sakry  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

According  to  the  1998  Census  of  Horticultural  Specialties,  producers  of  horticultural  products  accounted 
for  $10.6  billion  in  sales,  nationally.  The  1998  Census  of  Horticulture  Specialties,  conducted  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (NASS),  provides  a  wide  variety  of  data 
relating  to  methods  of  production,  production  expenses,  sales,  number  of  operations  by  size,  and  area  in 
production.  Montana  total  sales  of  horticultural  products  were  placed  at  $15.7  million. 

The  primary  objective  of  the  horticultural  specialties  census  is  to  obtain  a  comprehensive  and  detailed 
picture  of  the  horticultural  sector  of  the  economy.  It  is  the  only  source  of  detailed  production  and  sales  data  at 
the  national  level.  The  census  of  horticultural  specialties  provides  detailed  statistics  to  government  agencies, 
academia,  nursery  and  floriculture  industnes,  and  others  on  the  size  and  structure  of  the  horticulture  industry  for 
planning,  policymaking,  research,  and  market  analysis. 

Some  of  the  highlights  from  this  special  census  were: 

>■  California  topped  the  sales  charts,  capturing  slightly  over  21  percent  of  the 

$10.6  billion  of  horticultural  specialties  sold  in  1998. 

►■  Florida,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  and  Texas  came  in  second  through  fifth,  respectively,  in 

sales. 

►  Floriculture  (bedding  and  garden  plants,  potted  flowering  plants,  foliage  plants,  cut 
flowers,  and  cut  cultivated  greens)  accounted  for  42  percent  of  the  horticultural  specialty 
sales. 

►  The  value  of  horticultural  specialty  crops  increased  dramatically  from  the  previous 
horticultural  census,  from  $4.8  billion  in  1988  to  $10.6  billion  in  1998.  This  nearly 

$6  billion  growth  represents  a  221  percent  increase.  (Christmas  trees  were  not  included  in 
the  1988  census.) 

The  census  of  horticultural  specialties  contains  information  on  floriculture,  nursery,  and  other 
specialty  crops  such  as  sod,  mushrooms,  food  crops  produced  under  glass  or  other  protection,  transplants 
of  commercial  production,  Christmas  trees,  and  seeds.    To  discover  the  wealth  of  horticultural  and  other 
agricultural  statistics  available  from  NASS,  including  hundreds  of  commodity  production  and  price 
reports,  or  to  review  a  full  catalog  of  NASS  products  and  services,  visit  the  NASS  Home  Page  at 
www.usda.gov/nass/.  The  1998  Census  of  Horticultural  Specialties,  1997  Census  of  Agriculture  reports. 
State  and  County  Profiles,  Highlights,  and  a  slide  show  presenting  Quick  Facts  are  accessible  by  clicking 
"Census  of  Agriculture."  For  other  information,  e-mail  nass-mt@nass.usda.gov  or  call  1-800-835-2612. 
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1999  Specialty  Crops  County  Estimates nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  April  25,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Steve  Sakry,  Darin  Jantzi,  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

For  the  first  lime  ever,  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  has  estimated  the  oilseed  and  pulse  crops  by 
county  for  the  state.  The  state-level  estimates  have  been  forecast  in  the  past,  but  they  were  included  in  an  "other" 
category  and  not  published  separately  for  Montana.  However,  there  was  a  demand  for  these  estimates  and  funding  was 
provided  by  the  Montana  Departinent  of  Agriculture. 

Carbon  was  the  largest  pinto  bean  producing  county  in  the  state  for  1999  with  56,500  cwt  produced.  The  second 
and  third  leading  counties  were  Yellowstone  and  Prairie  with  46,100  cwt  and  44,000  cwt  produced,  respectively. 
Looking  at  garbanzo  beans  indicates  that  Roosevelt  county  produced  the  most  in  1999  with  total  production  of  30,600 
cwt.  The  second  leading  county  was  Daniels  at  18,500  cwt  and  the  next  in  line  was  Chouteau  county  at  15,100  cwt. 

For  the  1999  lentil  crop,  Sheridan  was  the  number  one  county  with  57,300  cwt  produced.  The  number  two 
county  was  Hill  with  total  production  at  23,500  cwt,  and  the  third  largest  was  Roosevelt  county  with  22,200  cwt.  The 
first  dry  edible  pea  county  estimates  indicated  that  Hill  county  was  the  largest  producer  in  1999  with  92,600  cwt, 
followed  by  Big  Horn  county  at  73,600  cwt  and  Chouteau  county  at  68,600  cwt. 

For  the  1999  canola  crop,  Pondera  was  by  far  the  largest  producing  county  at  15.16  million  pounds.  The  second 
Pleading  county  was  Teton  with  6.29  million  pounds  produced  and  was  closely  followed  by  Sheridan  county  at  6.26 
million  pounds.  The  same  trend  held  true  for  safflower  production  as  Richland  was  clearly  the  number  one  county  with 
11.1  million  pounds  produced.  The  next  leading  county  was  McCone  at  4.9  million  pounds,  followed  by  Roosevelt's 
production  of  3.2  million  pounds. 

The  leading  mustard  seed  producing  counties  were  all  in  the  same  general  area  of  the  Northeastern  part  of  the 
state.  The  number  one  county  was  Sheridan  with  8.0  million  pounds  produced,  followed  by  Valley  and  McCone  at  3.4 
and  1.7  million  pounds,  respectively.  Sheridan  was  also  the  leading  county  for  flaxseed  production  in  Montana  for  1999 
at  99,000  cwt.  The  next  leading  county  was  Valley  with  44,000  cwt  and  was  closely  followed  by  Daniels  county  at 
42,000  cwt.  Blaine  county  led  sunflower  production  in  the  state  with  1.64  million  pounds.  The  second  leading  county 
was  Judith  Basin  at  1.08  million  pounds  and  was  closely  followed  by  Richland  county's  production  of  1.03  million 
pounds. 

All  of  the  previous  information  as  well  as  planted  acres,  harvested  acres,  and  yields  by  county,  district,  and  state 
levels  will  be  available  this  week  from  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  They  will  be  available  in  printed 
form  or  can  be  accessed  by  visiting  our  website  at  wwvv.nass.usda.gov/mt/  .  The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service 
compiles  the  only  annual  county  estimates  for  Montana.  These  county  statistics  are  based  on  an  acreage  and  production 
survey  conducted  during  the  fall  of  1999.  Questionnaires  were  sent  to  a  sample  of  farmers  and  ranchers  throughout 
Montana  asking  for  information  on  the  1999  acreage  and  production  of  their  crops.  Thanks  to  those  who  participated! 
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1999  Cash  Receipts  From  Meat  Animals  Up  in  Montana  and  U.S. nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 

For  Immediate  Release:  April  27,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Thomas  Chard  n  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Cash  receipts  from  the  1999  marketings  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  in  Montana  totaled  $851  million,  up  6  percent 
from  1998,  according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Cash  receipts  from  the  sales  of  cattle  and  calves 
were  up  7  percent  from  the  previous  year,  while  sheep  cash  receipts  were  off  3  percent  and  hog  cash  receipts  were  down 
10  percent.  Cash  receipts  from  the  sales  of  cattle  and  calves  rose  7  percent  from  1998  to  $806  million.  Increased  cattle 
marketings  and  prices  contributed  to  the  increase  in  cash  receipts.  Marketings  of  cattle  weighing  500  lbs  or  more,  at  1.34 
million  head,  were  down  slightly  from  1998  due  to  increased  marketings  of  calves  less  than  500  lbs.  Marketings  of 
calves  weighing  less  than  500  lbs  increased  15  percent  from  the  previous  year  to  300,000  head.  The  average  price 
received  in  1999  for  cattle  weighing  over  500  lbs  rose  $5.60  per  cwt  to  $67.60  per  cwt.  Season  average  prices  for  calves 
weighing  less  than  500  lbs  increased  $11.30  per  cwt  to  $89.90  per  cwt. 

Cash  receipts  from  the  sales  of  hogs  in  Montana  dropped  10  percent  from  1998  to  $24. 1  million  dollars.  While 
the  marketings  of  hogs  increased  12  percent  from  1998  to  366,000  head,  prices  for  hogs  dropped  dramatically  from  the 
previous  year  as  the  season  average  price  fell  $9.30  to  $30.80  per  cwt.  Sheep  and  lamb  cash  receipts  decreased  3  percent 
from  1998  to  $20.7  million  dollars.  Marketings  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  1999  were  47,000  and  266,000  head,  respectively. 
Sheep  marketings  were  down  substantially  from  1998  as  breeding  sheep  inventories  on  January  1,  2000  were  down  1 
percent  from  the  previous  year.    Lamb  marketings  were  up  slightly  from  1998.  The  average  price  for  lamb  prices  rose 
$3.20  per  cwt  to  $76.80  per  cwt  and  sheep  were  only  off  $.  10  per  cwt  from  1998  to  $29. 10  per  cwt. 

In  the  United  States,  the  1999  gross  income  from  cattle  and  calves,  hogs  and  pigs,  and  sheep  and  lambs  for  the 
U.S.  totaled  $46.0  billion,  up  5  percent  from  1998.  Gross  income  rose  for  cattle  and  calves,  but  fell  for  hogs  and  pigs  and 
sheep  and  lambs.  Cattle  and  calves  increased  9  percent,  while  hogs  and  pigs  and  sheep  and  lambs  decreased  9  and  3 
percent  respectively. 

Total  1999  cash  receipts  from  marketings  of  meat  animals  increased  5  percent  to  $45.6  billion.  Cattle  and  calves 
accounted  for  80  percent  of  this  total,  hogs  and  pigs  19  percent,  and  sheep  and  lambs  1  percent.  Production  increased  for 
cattle  and  calves,  but  declined  for  both  hogs  and  pigs  and  sheep  and  lambs.  Average  prices  were  up  from  1998  levels  for 
cattle  and  calves  and  sheep  and  lambs,  while  hogs  and  pigs  dropped. 

U.S.  cash  receipts  from  marketings  of  cattle  and  calves  increased  from  $33.4  billion  in  1998  to  $36.5  in  1999,  a  9 
percent  increase.  All  cattle  and  calf  marketings  totaled  56.7  billion  pounds  in  1999,  up  3  percent  from  last  year.  The 
U.S.  annual  average  price  per  100  pounds  live  weight  for  cattle  was  $63.40,  an  increase  of  $3.80  from  1998.  For  calves, 
the  annual  average  price  increased  $8.90  to  $87.70. 

Cash  receipts  from  hogs  and  pigs  totaled  $8.6  billion  during  1999,  down  9  percent  from  1998.  Marketings 
increased  to  27.0  billion  pounds  in  1999,  up  2  percent  from  1998.  The  U.S.  annual  average  price  per  100  pounds  live 
weight  decreased  $4.10  to  $30.30  in  1999. 

U.S.  sheep  and  lamb  cash  receipts  in  1999  were  $469  million,  down  3  percent  from  1998.  Marketings  declined  7 
percent  to  689  million  pounds.  The  U.S.  annual  average  price  per  100  pounds  live  weight  for  lambs  increased  from 
$30.60  in  1998  to  $31.10  in  1999  while  for  sheep,  the  annual  average  price  increased  $2.20  to  $74.50. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  March 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  April  28,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  March  2000  were  mostly  higher  compared  with  February  2000  prices, 
according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.68  per 
bushel,  up  1  cent  from  February's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.71  per  bushel,  down  13  cents;  spring  wheat  was  1 
cent  higher  at  $2.90  per  bushel.  Feed  bariey  was  $1.59  and  malt  barley  was  $2.75  per  bushel. 

The  mid-April  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $65.00  per  ton,  unchanged  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$56.00  per  ton,  was  up  $3.00  from  March's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-April  winter  wheat  price  averaged  $2.60 
per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90,  feed  barley  was  $1.60,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.80. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  March  were  mostly  higher.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  increased  30 
cents  to  $85.70  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  $4.80  to  $41.60  and  the  average  price  for  calves  was  unchanged  at 
$105.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  $1.30  to  $40.90  per  cwt,  and  lamb  prices  were  up  $6.50  to  $86.50  per 
cwt.  Milk  prices  were  unchanged  from  last  month  at  $12.30  per  cwt.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-April 
■k'eraged  $86.10  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  March  and  changes  from  February  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.38,  down 
1  cent;  spring  wheat  was  $2.85,  up  3  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.23,  up  10  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer 
prices  were  $73.40,  up  $2.20. 

The  U.S.  mid-April  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.29  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.73  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.55  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.13.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $73.80  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $39.60,  all  hog  prices  were  $46.90  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  65.5cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  April  was  99  based  on  1990-92=100,  up 
4  points  (4.2  percent)  from  the  March  index.  Higher  prices  for  hogs,  broilers,  eggs,  and  strawberries  more  than 
offset  price  decreases  for  cotton,  com,  grapefruit,  and  broccoli.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of  commodities 
farmers  sell  affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  cattle,  strawberries,  milk,  and  oranges 
more  than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  soybeans,  com,  cotton,  and  hogs.  These  marketing  changes 
accounted  for  one  point  of  the  Apnl  index  increase.  Compared  with  April  1999,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index 
was  3  points  (3.1  percent)  higher.  Price  increases  from  April  1999  for  hogs,  cattle,  tomatoes,  and  calves 
more  than  offset  price  decreases  for  lettuce,  milk,  oranges,  and  carrots. 
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Farm  and  Ranch  Land  Owners  to  be  Surveyed 


For  immediate  release:  May  1 ,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Dann  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

As  we  embark  upon  a  new  millennium,  it  is  more  critical  than  ever  that  the  agricultural  community  and 
its  leaders  have  complete,  accurate  information  about  changes  within  the  agricultural  industry.     This  is  a  very 
busy  time  of  year  for  many  land  owners  and  farm  operators,  but  it  is  urgent  that  we  hear  from  them.  On  May  3, 
the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  mail  a  1999  Agricultural  Economic  Survey  to  a  selected  sample 
of  farmland  and  ranch  land  owners. 

Now  more  than  ever,  it  is  critical  for  farm  and  ranch  owners  and  your  representatives  to  have  complete 
and  accurate  information  about  changes  within  the  industry.  Results  from  these  surveys  will  provide  knowledge 
of  farmland  owned  or  rented,  farm  income,  capital  and  production  expenses,  assets  and  debt,  the  amount  of  off- 
farm  work  needed  to  make  ends  meet,  and  the  amount  of  economic  input  that  landlords  provide  to  the  farming 
industry.  This  information  is  also  vital  when  your  leaders  prepare  legislation  and  programs  to  help  the  farming 
industry,  and  to  researchers  and  extension  specialists  trying  to  find  ways  to  make  farming  more  profitable. 

This  information  is  also  vital  for  your  representatives  to  lobby  for  legislation  to  help  the  agricultural 
industry,  and  to  universities,  researchers,  and  extension  specialists  who  try  to  find  ways  to  make  farming  more 
efficient  and  profitable. 

Selected  operations  represent  hundreds  of  fellow  Montana  farmland  and  ranch  land  owners;  therefore, 
response  is  vital  to  provide  the  truest  picture  of  the  total  farm  financial  status.  To  save  tax  dollars,  we  are 
collecting  the  data  by  mail  and  only  from  a  sample  of  land  owners.  If  landowners  have  questions,  would  like 
someone  to  help  fill  out  the  questionnaire,  or  would  like  a  copy  of  the  published  results,  call  us  at  1-800-835- 
2612. 

Because  this  information  is  so  crucial  for  important  policy  decisions  affecting  land  owners,  response  is 
mandatory  by  law  (Title  7,  U.S.  Code).  That  same  law  protects  your  confidentiality;  results  are  published  only 
in  statistical  totals. 

#end# 
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Have  You  Ever  Wondered  How  Montana's  Agriculture  Ranks  When  Compared  to  Other  States? 

For  immediate  release:  May  2,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Peggy  Stringer  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana  ranks  second  in  the  Nation  when  comparing  land  in  farms  and  ranches,  accounting  for  6%  of 
the  U.S.  land  with  57  million  acres  in  agriculture.  Montana  ranks  near  the  bottom,  at  3 1st,  in  the  number  of 
farms  and  ranches.  Texas  is  the  only  state  with  more  land  in  farms  and  ranches  and  also  ranks  first  in  the 
number  of  farms  and  ranches.  Montana  is  a  cow-calf  state  ranking  6th  in  beef  cows  and  accounting  for  4.7  %  of 
the  beef  cows,  nationally,  while  Texas,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma  and  South  Dakota  rank  first  through 
fifth,  respectively.  Even  though  Montana  ranks  near  the  top  of  the  list  in  beef  cows,  the  state  ranks  near  the 
bottom  in  the  number  of  cattle  operations,  at  31st,  with  13,500  operations-Texas  ranks  first  with  153,000  cattle 
operafions.  Montana  ranks  seventh  in  calf  crop  following  Texas,  Missouri,  California,  Oklahoma,  Nebraska, 
and  South  Dakota,  respectively.  Montana  ranks  seventh  in  all  sheep  and  lambs  following  Texas,  California, 
Wyoming,  Colorado,  South  Dakota,  and  Utah,  respectively.  Montana  ranks  third  in  lamb  crop  with  Texas  in 
first  place,  and  Wyoming  in  second.  Montana  produces  6.9%  of  the  nations'  wool  and  ranks  fifth  among  states 
in  wool  production.  Texas,  Wyoming,  California  and  Colorado  outpace  Montana  in  wool  production. 

Nationally,  Montana  ranks  third  in  the  production  of  all  wheat,  behind  Kansas  and  North  Dakota.  While 
Montana  producers  grow  6.7  %  of  the  U.S.  wheat,  Kansas  producers  grow  19%,  and  North  Dakota  grows  1 1%. 
^Montana  accounts  for  21 .5%  of  all  the  spring  wheat  grown  in  the  U.S.  and  ranks  second  in  spring  wheat 
^^roduction  following  North  Dakota.  Montana  is  also  second  behind  North  Dakota  in  durum  wheat  production 
and  accounts  for  9.5  %  of  U.S.  production.  Montana  ranks  14th  in  winter  wheat  production  with  36,860,000 
bushels  in  1999,  dropping  two  positions  from  1998.  Kansas  continues  to  outpace  the  rest  of  the  states  in  winter 
wheat  production,  accounting  for  25%  of  winter  wheat  produced  in  the  U.S.,  while  Montana  accounts  for  only 
2.2%. 

Montana  ranks  ninth  in  alfalfa  hay  production  and  12th  in  all  hay  production.  California  ranks  first  in 
alfalfa  hay  production  and  Texas  is  first  in  all  hay  production. 

For  additional  information  on  Montana's  rank  contact  Montana  Agricultural  Stafistics  Service  at  1-800- 
835-2612  or  look  on  our  website  www.nass.usda.gov/mt. 
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Agricultural  Survey  Is  an  Opportunity  to  Provide  the  Facts 


For  immediate  release:  May  8,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

How  many  acres  will  be  planted  to  wheat?  What  will  spring  planting  conditions  mean  for  American 
agriculture?  To  gather  reliable,  objective  information,  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be 
surveying  farmers  and  ranchers  for  the  June  Agricultural  Survey. 

There  is  always  speculation  about  each  new  crop  season  and  agricultural  producers  are  the  main  source 
for  the  facts.  "If  we  speak  up  and  answer  the  questions  about  the  2000  crop  season,  we  can  reduce  uncertainty 
in  the  agriculture  marketplace,"  says  Peggy  Stringer,  Montana  State  Statistician. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  conducting  the  survey  and  a  representative  will 
contact  local  producers  between  May  20  through  June  15.  This  survey  is  particularly  vital  because  it  will 
provide  the  first  clear  indications  of  the  potential  production  of  major  commodities  in  2000. 

The  information  gathered  is  widely  used.  Producers  rely  on  the  data  to  reach  valid  production, 
marketing,  and  investment  decisions.  Industry  analysts,  extension  agents,  and  farm  organizations  use  the 
information  in  a  variety  of  ways  that  benefit  farmers. 

"We  safeguard  the  confidentiality  of  all  survey  responses,"  Peggy  Stringer  says.  "Information  from 
individual  operations  is  combined  with  other  responses  to  provide  the  needed  data."  NASS  works  with  farmers 
and  ranchers  to  provide  meaningful,  accurate,  and  objective  statistics  that  help  keep  U.S.  agriculture  informed. 

For  a  copy  of  the  finished  report  or  to  obtain  other  agricultural  statistics,  visit  the  Montana  Agricultural 
Statistics  Service  website  at  www.usda.gov/nass/mt  or  call  1-800-835-2612. 
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May  1  Crop  Production  and  Hay  Stocks 
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For  Immediate  Release:  May  12,  2000 

For  More  Information  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

As  of  May  1,  Montana  winter  wheat  producers  were  expecting  a  yield  of  36  bushels  per  acre,  down  2 
bushels  from  last  year.  If  realized,  total  production  of  5 1 .5  million  bushels  would  be  40  percent  more  than  a 
year  ago  due  to  an  increase  in  acreage.  In  the  fall  of  1999,  Montana  producers  seeded  1.5  million  acres  of 
winter  wheat  which  is  450,000  acres  more  than  the  small  acreage  seeded  the  previous  year.  Producers  expect  to 
harvest  1.43  million  acres,  460,000  acres  more  than  what  was  harvested  last  year.  The  condition  of  the  winter 
wheat  crop  was  rated  at  3  percent  very  poor,  1 1  percent  poor,  43  percent  fair,  39  percent  good,  and  4  percent 
excellent  for  the  week  ending  May  7. 

U.S.  winter  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  1.65  billion  bushels,  down  3  percent  from  1999.  Based  on 
May  1  conditions,  the  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  47.5  bushels  per  acre,  0.3  bushels  less  than  last  year's  record.  If 
realized,  this  would  be  the  second  highest  yield  on  record.  Record  yields  are  forecast  in  Ohio  and  North 
Carolina.  Grain  area  totals  34.7  million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  last  season.  Dry  conditions  in  Texas  have 
led  to  abnormally  high  abandonment. 

Montana  hay  producers  had  an  estimated  1.01  million  tons  of  hay  on  hand  as  of  May  1,  which  is  8 
percent  less  than  the  same  time  last  year.  Disappearance  from  December  1999  to  May  1,  2000  totaled  3.44 
million  tons. 

U.S.  stocks  of  all  hay  on  farms  totaled  28.8  million  tons  on  May  1,  2000,  up  16  percent  from  May  1  of 
the  previous  year.  This  is  the  highest  May  stocks  since  1987.  Disappearance  of  hay  from  December  1,  1999  - 
May  1,  2000,  totaled  80.1  million  tons,  8  percent  lower  than  the  1998  crop  disappearance  of  87.2  million  tons 
for  the  same  period.  Stocks  of  hay  on  May  1,  2000  were  higher  compared  to  last  year  in  20  of  the  48 
estimating  States.  Mild  winter  conditions  across  the  Upper  Midwest  and  Plains,  following  favorable  production 
in  1999,  led  to  increased  May  stocks,  especially  in  the  Great  Lakes  area.  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  each  reported 
the  highest  May  stocks  since  1980.  The  increased  stocks  in  these  States  offset  the  decreased  stocks  in  States 
along  the  Ohio  Valley  which  were  affected  by  last  year's  drought. 
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Survey  Provides  an  Objective  Measurement  of  Wheat  Yields  During  Growing  Season 

For  immediate  release:  May  16,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana's  field  interviewers  will  contact  winter  wheat  producers  to  lay  out  125  plots  in  winter  wheat 
fields  and  90  plots  in  spring  wheat  fields.  With  producers'  permission,  two  small  sample  plots,  or,  in  some 
cases  more,  will  be  laid  out  in  selected  wheat  fields.  Each  randomly  selected  plot  will  be  about  30  inches  by  65 
inches  in  size.  Interviewers  will  visit  the  plots  once  each  month  throughout  the  growing  season  to  record 
maturity,  make  plant  counts,  and  clip  a  few  heads  within  the  plots. 

The  data  collected  will  provide  an  important  indicator  of  total  winter  and  spring  wheat  production  in 
Montana.  Participation  in  this  survey  is  voluntary,  but  since  we  were  able  to  select  only  a  few  samples,  your 
cooperation  will  be  greatly  appreciated! 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Wheat  Objective  Yield  Survey  is  to  provide: 

1.  Counts  and  measurements  which  can  be  used  to  forecast  or  estimate  yield  per  acre  during  the  season. 

2.  Counts  and  weights  of  the  wheat  left  in  the  field  after  harvest  will  be  used  to  estimate  harvesting  losses 
f  per  acre. 

3.  Changes  in  acreage  intended  for  harvest  that  result  from  the  sample  field  being  plowed  up  or  destroyed. 

The  procedures  followed  on  this  survey  provide  counts  of  plants  growing  in  a  specified  area  of  the 
sample  field.  Each  month  the  fruit  on  the  sample  plants  will  be  counted.  Mature  wheat  growing  within  the 
sample  units  will  be  harvested  according  to  prescribed  procedures.  The  various  counts  and  measurements 
obtained  on  the  monthly  surveys  are  combined  and  forecasting  formulas  are  used  to  predict  yields  per  acre. 
Estimates  of  yield  are  also  obtained  at  harvest  time  when  the  sample  units  are  harvested.  Objective  Yield 
Survey  results  have  shown  that  the  various  field  counts  and  measurements  provide  reliable  forecasts  and 
estimates  of  yield  for  individual  States  and  for  the  Nation.  The  sample  units  are  too  small,  however,  to  provide 
reliable  yield  estimates  for  individual  fields. 
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June  Agricultural  Survey  Conducted  to  Gather  Important  Information 

For  immediate  release:  May  25,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Bo  Tumbow  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  contacting  approximately  1,600  farm  and  ranch 
operators  to  gather  important  information  concerning  small  grain  and  row  crop  plantings  and  grain  stocks.  The 
June  Agricultural  Survey  provides  critical  information  needed  to  make  reliable  crop  and  stocks  estimates  for 
Montana.  These  estimates  in  turn  provide  producers,  ag  industry  groups,  government  agencies  and  the  public 
with  information  about  crop  supplies,  grain  stocks,  market  trends  and  an  overall  snapshot  of  Montana 
agriculture. 

Montana's  agricultural  producers  are  the  most  accurate  source  of  this  vital  information.  Producers  will 
be  contacted  by  phone  or  personal  visit  from  May  30  to  June  15.  Response  is  voluntary  and  all  individual 
reports  are  kept  strictly  confidential.  Survey  responses  are  combined  with  other  reports  to  publish  National  and 
State  level  estimates.  The  Crop  Acreages  and  Grain  Stocks  reports  for  Montana  and  the  U.S.  will  be  released  on 
June  30.  A  free  issue  of  the  "Montana  Crop  &  Livestock  Reporter"  containing  survey  results  is  available  upon 
request.  Information  is  also  available  on  the  Internet  at  http://www.usda.gov/nass/.  Survey  results  and 
additional  information  are  available  by  calling  1-800-835-2612. 

#end# 
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June  1,  2000  Crop  Production  Forecast 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  June  9,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

As  of  June  1,  Montana  winter  wheat  producers  were  expecting  a  yield  of  35  bushels  per  acre,  down  3 
bushels  from  last  year  and  1  bushel  below  last  month.  If  realized,  total  production  would  be  50.1  million 
bushels,  which  is  36  percent  more  than  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  remains  the  same  as  last  month  at  1.43 
million  acres,  up  460,000  acres  from  last  year.  As  of  June  4,  the  winter  wheat  crop  was  rated  14  percent  very 
poor,  27  percent  poor,  37  percent  fair,  19  percent  good,  and  3  percent  excellent.  The  general  lack  of  moisture  is 
placing  considerable  stress  on  the  crop.  The  June  4  winter  wheat  condition  rating  showed  22  percent  rated  as 
good  to  excellent  while  the  April  30  report  showed  40  percent  in  that  category. 

Winter  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  1.62  billion  bushels,  down  2  percent  from  the  May  1  forecast  and 
5  percent  below  1999.  Based  on  June  1  conditions,  the  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  46.7  bushels  per  acre,  down  0.8 
bushel  from  the  last  forecast.  Grain  area  totals  34.7  million  acres,  unchanged  from  May  1. 

Hard  Red  production  is  down  3  percent  from  a  month  ago  to  944  million  bushels.  White  Winter  is  up  I 
percent  from  last  month.  Soft  Red  is  up  1  percent  from  the  last  forecast  and  now  totals  448  million  bushels. 
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une  2000  Cherry  Production  Forecast 


For  immediate  release:  June  22,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Bo  Tumbow  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  sweet  cherry  growers  expect  to  produce  1,100  tons  this  year,  an  increase  of  53  percent  from 
last  year.  Growers  have  not  had  optimal  crop  conditions  due  to  late  frosts  and  cool  weather  during  poUination, 
but  still  forecast  a  much  better  crop  than  1999's  which  was  hampered  by  several  late  freezes.  The  2000  forecast 
production  is  far  below  1998's  production  of  2,050  tons. 

U.S.  sweet  cherry  production  is  forecast  at  224,400  tons  in  2000,  down  2  percent  from  1999. 
Washington  growers  are  expecting  the  largest  crop  in  the  nation  at  95,000  tons,  a  42  percent  increase  from  last 
year.  Oregon,  Utah,  and  Idaho  also  anticipate  larger  crops  than  last  year,  but  California,  Michigan,  New  York, 
and  Pennsylvania  predict  decreases. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  June 


For  Immediate  Release:  June  29,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  May  2000  were  mostly  lower  compared  with  April  2000  prices, 
according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.64  per 
bushel,  down  6  cents  from  April's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.51  per  bushel,  down  18  cents;  spring  wheat  was  5 
cents  higher  at  $3.00  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  was  $1.67  and  malt  barley  was  $2.65  per  bushel. 

The  mid- June  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $75.00  per  ton,  up  $1 1.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at  $65.00 
per  ton,  was  up  $9.00  from  May's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-June  winter  wheat  price  averaged  $2.65  per 
bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $3.00,  feed  barley  was  $1.65,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.60. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  May  were  mostly  lower  compared  to  the  previous  month.  Steer 
and  heifer  prices  decreased  $3.00  to  $84.50  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  70  cents  to  $41.50  and  the  average  price 
for  calves  was  down  $1.00  to  $102.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  $7.50  to  $31.90  per  cwt,  but  lamb  prices 
increased  $5.20  to  $96.00  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  were  up  10  cents  from  last  month  at  $12.30  per  cwt.  Steer  and 
jieifer  prices  for  mid-June  averaged  $82. 10  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  May  and  changes  from  April  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.44,  up  12 
cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.92,  up  3  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.19,  up  10  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer  prices 
were  $73.20,  down  $2.00. 

The  U.S.  mid-June  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.42  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.88  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.52  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.06.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $71.30  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $39.20,  all  hog  prices  were  $47.90  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  62.9  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  June  was  99  based  on  1990-92=100, 
down  2  points  (2.0  percent)  from  the  May  index.  Lower  prices  for  lettuce,  com,  cattle,  soybeans,  and  broccoli 
more  than  offset  price  increases  for  eggs,  strawberries,  milk,  and  celery.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  farmers  sell  affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  wheat,  grapes,  hay,  and 
cantaloupes  more  than  offset  the  relatively  lower  marketings  of  oranges,  tomatoes,  strawberries,  and  cattle. 
These  marketing  changes  kept  the  index  from  falling  one  more  point.  Compared  with  June  1999,  the  All  Farm 
Products  Index  was  2  points  (2.1  percent)  higher.  Price  increases  from  June  1999  for  hogs,  cattle,  lettuce,  and 
soybeans  more  than  offset  price  decreases  for  milk,  oranges,  com,  and  broilers. 
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June  1,  2000  Grain  Stocks 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  June  30,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:    Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

All  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  June  1,  2000  totaled  60.9  million  bushels,  down  14  percent  from  the 
same  quarter  last  year.  Stocks  stored  on  the  farm  accounted  for  45.0  million  bushels  of  the  total  with  the 
remaining  15.9  million  bushels  stored  off  farm.  All  spring  wheat  stocks,  at  43.6  million  bushels,  were  down 
10  percent  from  last  year  and  accounted  for  72  percent  of  the  total  wheat  stocks.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were 
estimated  at  17.3  million  bushels,  down  23  percent  from  last  year.  Durum  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  4.3 
million  bushels,  down  3.5  million  bushels  from  last  year.  All  wheat  disappearance  for  the  March-May  quarter 
was  47.9  million  bushels,  compared  with  36.4  million  for  the  same  quarter  last  year.  Barley  stocks  in  all 
positions  on  June  1,  2000  were  down  21  percent  from  last  year  and  were  set  at  12.3  million  bushels.  Oat  stocks 
were  up  24  percent  from  a  year  ago  and  were  estimated  at  1.4  million  bushels. 

Nationally,  all  wheat  stored  in  all  positions  on  June  1,  2000  totaled  950  million  bushels,  up  slightly 
from  a  year  ago.  This  is  the  largest  June  1  stocks  level  since  the  1987-88  market  year.  On-farm  stocks  are 
estimated  at  227  million  bushels,  down  18  percent  from  last  year.  Off-farm  stocks,  at  723  million  bushels,  are 
iip  8  percent  from  a  year  ago.  The  indicated  March  -  May  2000  quarter  disappearance  is  465  million  bushels, 
"clown  8  percent  from  the  same  period  in  1999. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  stocks  in  all  positions  on  June  1,  2000  totaled  49.6  million  bushels,  down  9  percent 
from  a  year  ago.  On-farm  stocks,  at  30.3  million  bushels,  are  down  19  percent  from  1999.    Off-farm  stocks 
totaled  19.3  million  bushels,  up  12  percent  from  a  year  ago.    The  indicated  March  -  May  2000  quarter 
disappearance  of  31.7  million  bushels  is  down  6  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  June  1,  2000  are  estimated  at  1 1 1.7  million  bushels, 
21  percent  below  last  year.  On-farm  stocks  are  25.4  million  bushels,  52  percent  below  a  year  ago.  Off-farm 
stocks  are  86.3  million  bushels,  only  4  percent  below  1999.  Indicated  disappearance  during  the  March  -  May 
2000  quarter  totaled  58.5  million  bushels,  unchanged  from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

Oats  stored  nationally  in  all  positions  on  June  1,  2000  totaled  76.0  million  bushels,  7  percent  below  the 
stocks  on  June  1,  1999  estimate.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  36.0  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farm,  12 
percent  less  than  this  time  last  year.  Off-farm  stocks  totaled  40.0  million  bushels,  2  percent  lower  than  a  year 
eariier.  Indicated  disappearance  during  the  March  -  May  2000  quarter  totaled  26.4  million  bushels,  15  percent 
less  than  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
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^^Montana's  Planted  Wheat  Acreage  Smallest  Since  1991 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE;  June  30,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

AH  wheat  planted  acreage  in  Montana  was  estimated  at  5.25  million,  310,000  acres  less  than  last  year  and  the 
smallest  acreage  since  1991.  Spring  wheat  producers  planted  3.20  million  acres  of  spring  wheat  this  year,  down  23% 
from  last  year  and  down  16%  from  what  they  intended  to  plant  March  1.  Montana  had  a  relatively  dry  and  mild  winter 
across  much  of  the  state.  Conditions  this  spring  continued  to  be  very  dry  and  precipitation  amounts  are  less  than  normal 
which  in  turn  has  caused  the  crop  to  mature  earlier  than  normal.  As  of  June  25,  spring  wheat  was  59%  in  boot  compared 
with  47%  for  the  5-year  average.  Twenty-eight  percent  of  the  spring  wheat  crop  was  headed  compared  with  13%  for  the 
5-year  average.  Producers  intend  to  harvest  3.05  million  acres  of  spring  wheat.  Durum  producers  planted  550,000  acres 
of  durum  this  spring,  up  190,000  acres  from  a  year  ago.  If  conditions  permit,  producers  will  harvest  540,000  acres. 
Winter  wheat  seeded  acreage  was  estimated  at  1.50  million  acres,  up  43%  from  1999.  Statewide,  as  of  June  25,  winter 
wheat  is  94%  headed  compared  with  67%  last  year  and  67%  for  the  5-year  average.  Winter  wheat  acreage  for  harvest  has 
been  lowered  from  the  June  1  forecast  to  1,350,000  acres. 

Montana  barley  producers  seeded  1.25  million  acres  this  year,  down  50,000  acres  from  a  year  ago  and  expect  to 
harvest  1.05  million  acres  of  grain.  Oat  acreage  decreased  20,000  acres  from  last  year  at  150,000  acres  with  65,000  acres 
intended  to  be  harvested  for  grain.  Corn  producers  seeded  60,000  acres  for  all  purposes,  down  5,000  acres  from  last 
year.  Growers  intend  to  harvest  18,000  acres  for  grain,  unchanged  from  1999.  Dry  bean  planted  acreage  increased 
2,500  acres  from  last  year  at  29,000  acres.  Sugar  beet  acreage  decreased  1,100  acres  to  60,700.  Hay  harvested  acreage 
is  expected  to  decrease  8%  from  last  year  with  alfalfa  acreage  decreasing  to  1.55  million  acres  and  all  other  hay 
__decreasing  to  850,000  acres. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  the  2000  all  wheat  planted  area  is  estimated  at  62.9  million  acres,  up  slightly  from  1999. 
Harvested  area  is  expected  to  total  54.4  million  acres,  up  1  percent  from  last  year.  The  winter  wheat  area  harvested  for 
grain  is  now  expected  to  total  35.4  million  acres,  up  2  percent  from  the  June  1  forecast,  but  down  less  than  1  percent  from 
the  1999  acreage  for  grain.  This  is  the  smallest  area  for  grain  since  1972.  Spring  wheat  planted  area  is  slightly  above 
the  previous  estimate,  but  still  down  fractionally  from  1999.  Acreage  planted  for  2000  harvest  is  estimated  at  15.5 
million,  1  percent  above  the  1999  total.  Grain  area  is  expected  to  total  15.1  million  acres,  up  2  percent  from  last  year. 
The  large  acreage  decline  in  Montana  was  more  than  offset  by  a  larger  increase  in  North  Dakota.  The  Montana  decrease 
is  due  primarily  to  dry  spring  conditions,  while  North  Dakota  is  returning  to  a  more  normal  acreage  level.  The  durum 
wheat  planted  area  for  2000  harvest  is  estimated  at  4.05  million  acres,  up  slightly  from  last  year.  Area  to  be  harvested 
for  grain  is  expected  to  total  3.99  million  acres,  12  percent  above  last  year's  level.  Crop  condition  in  the  California 
Imperial  Valley  was  excellent  as  harvest  began  in  mid-May.  Seeding  progress  was  ahead  of  normal  in  the  Northern 
Durum  growing  States. 

Nationally,  barley  growers  seeded  5.70  million  acres  for  2000,  up  9  percent  from  the  5.22  million  acres  seeded  a 
year  ago.  North  Dakota  is  increasing  barley  by  400  thousand  acres,  or  30  percent,  and  Minnesota  is  increasing  barley  by 
70  thousand  acres,  or  35  percent.  Of  the  27  States  that  estimate  barley  seeding,  12  States  are  increasing  acreage,  8  States 
are  reducing  acreage,  and  4  States  are  showing  no  change  from  1999. 

U.S.  corn  planted  for  all  purposes  is  estimated  at  79.6  million  acres,  up  3  percent  from  last  year.  Growers  expect 
to  harvest  73.1  million  acres  for  grain,  up  4  percent  from  1999.  Farmers  responding  to  the  survey  indicated  that  99 
percent  of  the  intended  com  acreage  had  been  planted  at  the  time  of  the  interview  compared  to  an  average  of  96  percent 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

Nationally,  hay  producers  expect  to  harvest  62.2  million  acres  of  hay  in  2000,  down  2  percent  from  the  63.2 
"million  acres  harvested  the  previous  year.  Alfalfa  and  alfalfa  mixtures  are  estimated  at  23.8  million  acres,  down  1  percent 
from  last  year.  All  other  hay  is  estimated  at  38.4  million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  last  year. 
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ontana's  All  Wheat  Production  Smallest  Since  1988 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  July  12,  2000  

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana's  all  wheat  crop  is  expected  to  be  7  percent  smaller  than  last  year  and  the  smallest  crop  since  1988.  As 
of  July  1,  producers  expect  to  harvest  142.75  million  bushels  of  all  wheat,  down  from  the  154.31  million  harvested  last 
season.  The  area  for  harvest  is  expected  to  be  4.94  million  acres,  380,000  less  than  were  harvested  in  1999. 

The  forecasted  winter  wheat  yield  was  unchanged  from  June  as  producers  expect  to  average  35.0  bushels  per 
acre.  Production  is  forecast  to  be  47.25  million  bushels,  down  nearly  6  percent  from  the  June  forecast  because  of  an 
80,000  acre  reduction  in  acres  for  harvest  now  estimated  at  1,350,000  acres. 

The  first  spring  wheat  production  forecast  is  79.3  million  bushels,  nearly  27  percent  smaller  than  that  produced 
in  1999.  The  harvested  acres  are  expected  to  be  3.05  million,  24  percent  smaller  than  last  year  and  the  smallest  since 
1993.  The  expected  yield  of  26.0  bushels  compares  with  27.0  averaged  last  year.  Durum  wheat  is  forecast  to  be  16.2 
million  bushels,  71  percent  larger  than  the  1999  crop.  If  this  forecast  is  realized,  2000  production  would  be  the  second 
largest  durum  wheat  crop  on  record,  exceeded  only  by  the  record  production  achieved  in  1956.  The  acreage  for  harvest, 
at  540,000,  is  54  percent  larger  than  harvested  last  year.  The  expected  yield  is  30.0  bushels,  3  bushels  above  last  year. 

Barley  yields  are  expected  to  average  42.0  bushels  per  acre  in  2000,  8  bushels  less  than  last  year's  Montana 
average.  Barley  production  is  forecast  to  be  44.10  million  bushels  compared  with  57.50  million  produced  last  year. 
Growers  expect  to  harvest  1.05  million  acres,  100,000  fewer  than  harvested  in  1999.  Oats  producers  expect  to  harvest 
^.6  million  bushels  of  grain,  19  percent  less  than  produced  last  year.  The  2000  area  for  harvest  is  expected  to  be  65,000 

:res  compared  with  70,000  harvested  for  grain  in  1999.  The  expected  yield  of  40.0  bushels  is  6  bushels  below  last 
year's  average. 

Montana  potato  producers  planted  12,000  acres  in  2000,  an  increase  of  1,000  acres  from  last  year  and  the  largest 
acreage  planted  since  1950.  The  first  forecast  of  potato  production  will  be  on  November  9,  2000. 

Nationally,  winter  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  1.59  billion  bushels.  This  is  down  2  percent  from  last  month 
and  down  7  percent  from  1999.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  44.9  bushels  per  acre,  down  1.8  bushels  from  last  month. 
Acres  harvested  for  grain  are  forecast  at  35.4  million,  down  slightly  from  1999.  Harvest  progress  in  the  18  major 
producing  States  had  reached  65  percent  completion  by  July  2.  This  was  more  than  20  points  ahead  of  both  last  year  and 
the  normal  pace.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  526  million  bushels,  up  5  percent  from  1999.  The  U.S. 
yield  is  forecast  at  34.9  bushels  per  acre,  0.8  bushels  higher  than  last  year.  Of  this  total,  470  million  are  Hard  Red  Spring 
wheat,  up  5  percent  from  last  season.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  15.1  million  acres,  up  2  percent  from  last  year. 
Acreage  was  62  percent  headed  in  the  six  major  producing  States,  22  points  ahead  of  normal.  The  Pacific  Northwest 
(Idaho,  Oregon,  Washington)  production  forecast  is  up  slightly  from  a  year  ago.  Yield  increases  in  all  three  States  offset 
a  decline  in  acreage  in  the  region.  Durum  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  128  million  bushels,  up  29  percent  from  1999. 
The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  32.2  bushels  per  acre,  4.4  bushels  more  than  last  year.  Area  harvested  for  grain  in  2000  is 
expected  to  total  3.99  million  acres,  up  12  percent  from  last  year.  The  major  growing  areas  of  North  Dakota  have  not 
been  affected  by  the  flooding  in  the  Red  River  Valley. 

Barley  production  for  2000  is  forecast  at  307  million  bushels,  up  9  percent  from  1999.  The  first  forecast  for 
2000  indicates  producers  expect  to  average  58.7  bushels  per  acre,  a  decrease  of  0.5  bushel  from  last  year.  Area 
harvested,  at  5.24  million  acres,  is  10  percent  above  the  4.76  million  acres  harvested  in  1999,  unchanged  from  the  June 
Acreage  Report. 

Oats  production  is  estimated  at  151.4  million  bushels,  4  percent  above  last  year's  146.2  million  bushels.  The 
estimated  yield  is  61.2  bushels  per  acre,  up  1.6  bushels  from  1999.  If  realized,  this  would  be  the  third  highest  yield  on 
record,  behind  only  the  record  yield  of  65.4  bushels  per  acre  in  1992  and  the  63.6  bushels  per  acre  produced  in  1985. 
Area  for  harvest  was  unchanged  from  the  previous  estimate  of  2.47  million  acres. 


Area  planted  to  fall  potatoes  this  year  is  estimated  at  1.22  million  acres,  up  1  percent  on  a  comparable  basis. 
Harvest  is  expected  from  1 .20  million  acres,  a  gain  of  3  percent  from  a  year  ago.  Comparability  is  achieved  by  adding 
Nebraska's  summer  acreage  to  their  fall  total  last  year  and  subtracting  out  Wyoming. 
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Montana  Wheat  &  Barley  Varieties       Helena.  Montana  50:20 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  July  18,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Sareca  Vanacek  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

Neeley  remained  the  leading  vanety  of  winter  wheat  seeded  in  Montana  for  the  thirteenth  consecutive 
year  with  307,000  acres,  up  from  218,000  seeded  last  year.  Rampart  moved  into  second  place  with  195,000 
acres  seeded  in  2000.  Tiber  dropped  into  third  position  with  176,000  acres  compared  with  182,000  last  year. 
Vanguard  replaced  Rocky  this  year  in  the  top  four  with  nearly  133,000  acres,  or  8.8  percent  of  the  seeded 
acreage.  These  top  four  varieties  accounted  for  54  percent  of  the  winter  wheat  acreage  seeded  in  2000.  In  1999, 
these  same  four  varieties  also  accounted  for  54  percent  of  the  total  acreage  for  the  state. 

McNeal  was  the  leading  spring  wlieat  vanety  seeded  for  the  third  consecutive  year,  accounting  for  46.4 
percent  of  the  total  with  nearly  1.49  million  acres  seeded.  Amidon  remained  in  second  place  this  year  with 
323,300  acres  seeded,  slightly  above  Ernest  which  remained  in  third  place  with  323,000  acres,  compared  with 
390,000  seeded  last  year.  Westbred  Rambo  held  fourth  place  with  over  163,000  acres  seeded.    The  top  four 
vaneties  represented  nearly  72  percent  of  the  spnng  wheat  seeded  in  2000.  These  same  four  varieties  accounted 
for  nearly  71  percent  in  1999. 

Kyle  continued  to  be  the  leading  durum  wheat  variety  for  the  seventh  consecutive  year.  There  were 
^^9,000  acres  seeded  in  the  state,  accounting  for  49  percent  of  the  total  seeded  acres.  Utopia  moved  up  from 
^inth  position  to  the  second  most  popular  variety  of  durum  wheat.  Neariy  46,000  acres  were  planted  or  8.3 
percent  of  the  state's  durum  wheat.    Ben  moved  up  into  third  place  this  year  from  sixth  position  last  year  with 
40,000  acres  planted  or  7.3  percent  of  the  state  total.  Renville  maintained  fourth  place  position  this  year 
accounting  for  neariy  28,000  acres.  These  top  four  varieties  account  for  70  percent  of  total  acres  seeded  to 
durum  wheat.  This  is  comparable  to  the  66  percent  reported  in  1999  for  the  same  four  varieties. 

Montana  farmers  planted  1.25  million  acres  of  barley  in  2000,  down  50,000  acres  from  last  year.  Nearly 
61  percent  of  the  acres  seeded  to  barley  were  malting  and  brewing  varieties  recommended  by  the  American 
Malting  Bariey  Association.  The  top  variety  seeded  in  Montana  was  Harrington,  maintaining  its  position  for  the 
seventh  consecutive  year.  Harrington  remained  the  top  malting  barley  variety  planted  in  the  state.  It  was 
seeded  on  626,000  acres  or  50  percent  of  Montana's  bariey  acreage.  B  1202  maintained  the  second  place 
malting  variety  position  for  the  fifth  consecutive  year  with  over  67,0000  acres  or  5.4  percent  of  the  bariey 
planted.  Morex  moved  up  to  rank  third  among  AMBA  approved  malting  bariey  varieties  with  a  slight  increase 
in  seeded  acreage  to  29,000  or  2.3  percent  of  the  seeded  acres.  B  Merit  moved  into  the  top  four  malting 
vaneties  in  2000  with  20,000  acres  planted.  Haybet  moved  into  the  leading  position  for  feed  barley  with 
81,000  acres  seeded  this  year,  which  accounted  for  6.4  percent  of  the  total  barley  acres  seeded.  Baronesse 
dropped  into  second  as  the  most  popular  feed  bariey.  It  captured  6.2  percent  of  the  total  acreage  or  78,000  acres, 
compared  with  98,200  acres  last  year.  Hector  fell  from  second  to  third  place  in  feed  barley  this  year  with  46,000 
acres  seeded  or  3.7  percent.  Bowman  jumped  from  fifth  position  last  year  to  its  2000  position  as  the  fourth 
leading  feed-type  variety  with  over  34,000  or  2.7  percent  state-wide  of  the  bariey  acres  seeded  in  2000.  This  is 

^mpared  to  the  35,500  acres  planted  in  1999,  which  also  accounted  for  2.7  percent  of  the  total  barley  acres 

^Rinted  last  year. 
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All  sheep  and  lamb  inventory  in  the  United  States  on  July  1,  2000,  totaled  8.50  million  head,  6  percent 
below  July  1,  1999.  Breeding  sheep  inventory  declined  to  5.03  million  head  on  July  1,  2000,  6  percent  below 
July  1999.  Market  sheep  and  lambs  (including  newborn  lambs),  at  3.47  million  head,  were  6  percent  below  last 
July.  Of  the  July  1,  2000  breeding  herd,  4.12  million  head  were  ewes  one  year  old  and  older,  205,000  head  were 
rams  one  year  old  and  older,  and  710,000  head  were  replacement  Iambs  (including  newborn  lambs). 

Comparing  July  1999  and  July  2000  market  lambs  by  weight  groups: 


July    1999 

July    2000 

-- 

1, 000    Head    -- 

Under    65    Lbs. 

2,120 

2,010 

65    -    84    Lbs. 

730 

710 

85    -    105    Lbs. 

465 

400 

Over    105    Lbs. 

260 

280 

Total 

3,575 

3,400 

Region  3  (CO,  MT,  SD,  UT,  &  WY)  accounted  for  34.9  percent  of  the  total  sheep  and  lambs.  Region  2 
(NM  &  TX)  accounted  for  21.2  percent.  Region  1  (AZ,  CA,  ED,  NV,  OR,  &  WA)  for  16.8  percent.  Region  4 
,  KS,  MN,  MO,  NE,  ND,  &  OK)  for  15.3  percent,  and  Region  5  (all  other  states)  accounted  for  1 1.8  percent. 


W 


The  2000  Lamb  Crop  in  the  United  States  is  expected  to  total  4.53  million  head,  down  4  percent  from 
the  1999  lamb  crop  of  4.72  million  head.  Lambs  bom  during  January  through  June  2000  totaled  4.02  million 
head  or  89  percent  of  the  yearly  total.  An  additional  510,000  head  are  expected  to  be  bom  during  the  period 
July  through  December  2000. 

All  Sheep  and  Lambs  Inventory:  By  Region 
and  United  States,  July  1,  1999-2000 


Regions    1/ 

All 
and 

Sheep 
Lambs 

2000 
as    % 

of 
1999 

Breeding   Sheep      : 
and   Lambs              : 

Market 
and 

Sheep 
Lambs 

1999 

2000 

1999 

2000          : 

1999 

:         2000 

1,000 

Head 

Pet 



--- 

---    1,000 

Head 

Region 

1 

1,500 

1,430 

95 

940 

900 

560 

530 

Region 

2 

2,000 

1,800 

90 

1,300 

1,170 

700 

630 

Region 

3 

3,040 

2,965 

98 

1,650 

1,600 

1,390 

1,365 

Region 

4 

1,340 

1,300 

97 

740 

715 

600 

585 

Region 

5 

1,120 

1,005 

90 

720 

645 

400 

360 

US 

9,000 

8,500 

94 

5,350 

5,030 

3,650 

3,470 

States  included  in  regions  as  follows:   1  -  AZ,  CA,  ID,  NV,  OR,  &  WA;  2  -  NM 
&  TX;  3  -  CO,  MT,  SD,  UT,  &  WY;  4  -  lA,  KS,  MN,  MO,  NE,  ND,  &  OK;  5  -  all 
other  States. 
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Montana^s  July  1,  2000  Cattle  Inventory  up  1  percent,  US  Down  1  Percent 

For  Immediate  Release:  July  21,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:    Thomas  Chard  11  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  cattle  and  calf  inventory  was  3.75  million  head  on  July  1,  2000,  1  percent  above  last  July  1, 
according  to  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.    Beef  cow  inventory  was  placed  at  1,612,000  head 
compared  with  1,572,000  on  hand  July  1,  1999.  The  2000  calf  crop  is  expected  to  be  1,620,000,  3  percent 
larger  than  the  calf  crop  last  year. 

All  cattle  and  calves  in  the  United  States  as  of  July  1,  2000,  totaled  106.4  million  head,  1  percent  below 
the  107.0  million  on  July  1,  1999  and  1  percent  below  the  107.7  million  two  years  ago. 

All  cows  and  heifers  that  have  calved,  at  43.2  million,  were  slightly  below  the  43.3  million  on  July  1,  1999  and 
1  percent  below  the  43.6  million  two  years  ago.    Beef  cows,  at  34.0  million,  were  down  1  percent  from  July  1, 
1999  and  1  percent  below  two  years  ago.  Milk  cows,  at  9.25  million,  were  up  1  percent  from  July  1,  1999  and  1 
percent  above  two  years  ago. 

Other  class  estimates  on  July  1,  2000,  and  the  changes  from  July  1  last  year 
|id  two  years  ago,  respectively,  are  as  follows: 

All  heifers  500  pounds  and  over,  16.5  million,  down  1  percent  from  both  years. 

Beef  replacement  heifers,  4.7  million,  down  2  percent  and  down  6  percent. 

Milk  replacement  heifers,  3.7  million,  unchanged  and  up  3  percent. 

Other  heifers,  8.1  million,  unchanged  from  both  years. 

Steers  weighing  500  pounds  and  over,  14.3  million,  down  1  percent  and  down  2  percent. 

Bulls  weighing  500  pounds  and  over,  2.1  million,  down  5  percent  from  both  years. 

Calves  under  500  pounds,  30.3  million,  down  1  percent  from  both  years. 

All  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  for  slaughter,  12.3  million,  up  7  percent  and  up  12  percent. 

The  2000  National  calf  crop  is  expected  to  be  38.9  million,  up  slightly  from  1999  and  1998.  Calves  bom  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year  are  estimated  at  28.6  million,  up  slightly  from  both  years. 

Special  Note:    The  July  1  U.S.  report  now  includes  selected  State  level  estimates  for  all  cattle  and  calves,  all 
cows,  beef  cows,  milk  cows,  and  calf  crop.  The  eleven  selected  States  include,  California,  Colorado,  Iowa, 
Kansas,  Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  and  Wisconsin  which  accounted  for  60 
percent  of  the  July  1,  2000  all  cattle  and  calf  inventory.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  U.S.  level  estimates  that  have 
been  published  in  the  past.  Data  from  1999  will  reflect  this  change  to  provide  the  user  with  comparable  data  for 
1999  and  2000. 


#end# 


''  '  '■     "    MONTANA 


111  ell  ':^    AGRtCULTURAL 


July    31,    2  00n  STATE  OnCMMFNTS  COLLECTION 

NEWS 


STATISTICS  SERVICE 
301  South  Park,  Drawer  10033 
Helena,  MT  59626-0033 
rj    ..|(i|i  (406)  441-1240  or  1-800-835-2612 

/  lUU     I   D  ZUUU  www.nass.usda.gov/mt/ 

nass-mt@nass.usda.gov 


MONTANA  SlAft  LibHARY 

1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  July 


For  Immediate  Release:  July  31,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  June  2000  were  mostly  lower  compared  with  May  2000  prices, 
according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana's  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.55  per 
bushel,  down  9  cents  from  May's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.42  per  bushel,  also  down  9  cents;  spring  wheat 
was  4  cents  lower  at  $2.96  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  was  $1.64  and  malt  barley  was  $2.52  per  bushel. 

The  mid-July  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $79.00  per  ton,  up  $4.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at  $71.00 
per  ton,  was  up  $6.00  from  June's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-July  winter  wheat  price  averaged  $2.50  per 
bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90,  feed  barley  was  $1.60,  and  malt  bariey  averaged  $2.50. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  June  were  mixed  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Steer  and 
heifer  prices  increased  $2.50  to  $87.00  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  70  cents  to  $42.20,  but  the  average  price  for 
calves  was  down  $2.00  to  $100.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  $3.20  to  $28.70  per  cwt,  and  lamb  prices 
decreased  $4.10  to  $91.90  per  cwt.  Milk  pnces  were  unchanged  from  last  month  at  $12.30  per  cwt.  Steer  and 
heifer  prices  for  mid-July  averaged  $86.50  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  June  and  changes  from  May  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.43,  down  1 
cent;  spring  wheat  was  $2.88,  down  4  cents;  the  all  bariey  pnce  was  $2.07,  down  12  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer 
prices  were  $71.50,  down  $1.70. 

The  U.S.  mid-July  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.29  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.85  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.34  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $1.87.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $71.00  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $39.80,  all  hog  prices  were  $49.20  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  pnces  were  57.2  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  July  was  98  based  on  1990-92=100, 
down  1  point  (1.0  percent)  from  the  June  index.  Lower  prices  for  com,  wheat,  soybeans,  and  eggs  more  than 
offset  price  increases  for  milk,  potatoes,  cucumbers,  and  onions.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of  commodities 
farmers  sell  often  affects  the  overall  index;  however,  these  changes  were  essentially  offsetting  in  July. 
Compared  with  July  1999,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  3  points  (3.2  percent)  higher.  Pnce  increases  from 
July  1999  for  hogs,  cattle,  wheat,  and  soybeans  more  than  offset  price  decreases  for  milk,  com,  grapes, 
and  oranges. 

The  July  Index  of  Prices  Paid  for  Commodities  and  Services,  Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm  Wage  Rates 
(PPITW)  was  120  percent  of  the  1990-92  average.  The  index  was  unchanged  from  June  but  5  points  (4.3 
percent)  above  July  1999.  Lower  prices  in  July  for  feed  grains,  herbicides,  hay  and  forages,  and  gasoline,  were 
offset  by  higher  prices  for  feeder  cattle,  LP  gas,  feed  concentrates,  and  diesel  fuel. 
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Montana  winter  wheat  producers  expect  to  harvest  47.25  million  bushels  in  2000.  The  expected  yield 
of  35.0  bushels  per  acre  is  unchanged  from  last  month,  but  down  3  bushels  per  acre  from  last  year.  If  realized, 
total  production  would  be  up  nearly  28  percent  from  last  year  due  to  increased  harvested  acreage.  Hot,  dry 
weather  has  reduced  the  yield,  but  many  producers  are  harvesting  a  better  crop  than  previously  expected.  Crop 
progress  shows  88  percent  of  the  winter  wheat  harvested  by  August  6  compared  with  19  percent  for  the  5-year 
average.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  85.4  million  bushels  with  an  expected  yield  of  28.0 
bushels  per  acre.  If  realized,  the  yield  would  be  2  bushels  above  last  month's  forecast  and  1  bushel  per  acre 
above  last  year.  Total  production  would  be  21  percent  below  1999  because  of  a  decrease  in  harvested  acres, 
of  August  6,  spring  wheat  harvest  was  17  percent  complete  compared  with  2  percent  for  the  average,  and  38 
percent  of  the  crop  was  rated  in  good  to  excellent  condition  compared  with  32  percent  a  month  ago.  The 
durum  wheat  yield  estimate  was  unchanged  from  last  month  at  30.0  bushels  per  acre.  Durum  production  of 
16.2  million  bushels  is  71  percent  above  last  year's  estimate  due  to  a  significant  increase  in  harvested  acres. 

Barley  producers  are  also  expecting  a  smaller  crop  with  anticipated  yields  averaging  42.0  bushels  per 
acre,  unchanged  from  last  month's  estimate.  Total  production  is  forecast  to  be  44.1  million  bushels,  unchanged 
from  last  month,  but  down  nearly  23  percent  from  last  year.  As  of  August  6,  the  barley  crop  was  rated  at  22 
percent  in  good  to  excellent  condition  compared  with  41  percent  the  first  week  in  July.  Oat  production  is 
forecast  at  2.6  million  bushels,  unchanged  from  last  month,  but  down  19  percent  from  last  year.  The  expected 
yield  of  40.0  bushels  per  acre  is  unchanged  from  last  month,  but  down  6  bushels  from  last  year.  Harvested 
acreage  is  down  5,000  acres  from  1999  to  65,000  acres. 

At  1.7  tons  per  acre,  Montana  alfalfa  hay  producers  are  expecting  the  lowest  yield  since  1961, 
significantly  less  than  last  year's  estimate  of  2.2  tons  per  acre.  Expected  yields  for  other  hay,  at  1 .4  tons  per 
acre,  are  lower  than  last  year.  Both  types  of  hay  are  expected  to  have  less  harvested  acres  than  last  year.  Total 
production  for  ail  hay  is  forecast  at  3.83  million  tons  compared  with  5.06  million  tons  last  year. 

Montana  sugar  beet  production  is  estimated  at  1.42  million  tons,  down  3  percent  from  last  year.  Yields 
are  expected  to  average  23.7  tons  per  acre,  down  slightly  from  last  year's  average  of  23.8  tons  per  acre. 
Forecasted  dry  bean  yield  is  1,700  pounds  per  acre  with  total  production  of  476,000  cwt,  up  8  percent  from  last 
year  due  to  an  increase  in  harvested  acres.  If  realized,  this  would  be  the  second  largest  dry  bean  crop  on  record, 
exceeded  only  by  the  record  production  achieved  in  1943. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  all  wheat  production  is  placed  at  2.26  billion  bushels,  up  1  percent  from  the  July 
forecast  but  down  2  percent  from  1999.  Based  on  August  1  conditions,  the  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  41.6  bushels 
per  acre,  up  0.4  bushels  from  last  month.  The  winter  wheat  production  forecast  is  1.59  billion  bushels.  This  is 
up  slightly  from  last  month,  but  down  6  percent  from  1999.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  45.0  bushels  per  acre, 
up  0.1  bushels  from  last  month.  Durum  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  1 15  million  bushels,  down  10  percent 
from  last  month,  but  16  percent  above  1999.  This  decline  is  the  result  of  reduced  yield  expectations  in  North 
Dakota.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  28.9  bushels  per  acre,  3.3  bushels  less  than  last  month.  There  were  no 
changes  in  acreage  intended  for  harvest.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  554  million  bushels,  up 
5  percent  from  last  month  and  10  percent  above  1999.  Acreage  intended  for  harvest  is  unchanged  from  last 
month.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  36.8  bushels  per  acre,  1.9  bushels  more  than  the  July  1  forecast.  Of  the 
production  total,  499  million  is  hard  red  spring  wheat,  up  6  percent  from  last  month. 

U.  S.  barley  harvested  acreage  for  2000  was  unchanged  from  July.  Acreage  expected  to  be  harvested  for 
grain  in  2000,  at  5.24  million  acres,  is  10  percent  more  than  the  1999  harvested  grain  acreage.  Production  for 
2000  is  forecast  at  308  million  bushels,  slightly  up  from  July  and  up  9  percent  from  1999.  Yields  are  expected 
to  average  58.8  bushels  per  acre,  an  increase  of  0.1  bushels  from  July  and  0.4  bushels  from  last  year.  Yields 
decreased  only  in  Utah  while  increases  were  in  Colorado,  Pennsylvania,  and  Wyoming. 

Nationally,  dry  bean  production  is  forecast  at  25.8  million  cwt  for  2000,  down  22  percent  from  last  year 
and  15  percent  below  two  years  ago.  Harvested  acreage  is  estimated  at  1.6  million  acres,  down  16  percent  from 
1999. 

U.S.  all  hay  production  for  2000  is  forecast  at  153.3  million  tons,  down  4  percent  from  1999  but  1 
percent  higher  than  1998.  The  all  hay  yield  is  forecast  at  2.46  tons  per  acre,  down  from  last  year's  yield  of  2.52 
tons  per  acre.  Acreage  for  harvest  of  all  hay  is  estimated  at  62.2  million  acres,  2  percent  lower  than  1999. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  sugar  beet  production  is  forecast  at  34.1  million  tons,  up  2  percent  from  last  year  and 
5  percent  higher  than  1998.  Based  on  August  1  conditions,  yields  are  expected  to  average  22.7  tons  per  acre,  up 
0.8  tons  from  a  year  ago.  Harvested  acreage  is  estimated  at  1.50  million  acres,  down  2  percent  from  last  year's 
estimate  of  1.53  million  acres. 

#end# 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  August  18,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Cathy  Widger  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612 

Given  the  extremely  dry  conditions  many  Montana  farmers  are  e.xperiencing,  what  are  the  differences  in  yields 
for  irrigated,  non-irrigated,  summer  fallow,  and  recropped  small  grain  crops?  Information  needed  to  answer 
these  and  other  questions  will  be  collected  during  the  upcoming  September  Agricultural  Survey.  To  gather 
reliable  and  accurate  information  about  the  2000  grain  harvest,  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service 
(MASS)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agnculture  will  be  surveying  Montana's  agricultural  producers. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  will  be  conducting  the  survey  between  August  31  and  September 
15,  2000.  Approximately  1,500  Montana  producers  will  be  contacted  and  asked  to  provide  information  on  their 
operations.  Survey  topics  include  the  number  of  acres  of  small  grains  harvested  and  the  yield  or  production 
expected  m  the  2000  crop. 

The  information  gathered  is  used  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Producers  rely  on  the  data  to  reach  valid  production, 
marketing,  and  investment  decisions.  Industry  analysts,  extension  agents,  and  farm  organizations  use  the 
information  in  many  ways  that  benefit  both  farmers  and  the  industry  as  a  whole. 

"We  safeguard  the  confidentiality  of  all  survey  responses,"  said  Peggy  Stringer,  Montana  State  Statistician. 
I'Information  from  individual  operations  is  combined  with  other  responses  to  provide  the  needed  data."  MASS 
works  with  farmers  and  ranchers  to  provide  meaningful,  accurate,  and  objective  statistics  that  help  keep  the  U.S. 
agricultural  community  informed. 
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2000  Montana  Drought/Fire  Impact  Survey 


For  immediate  release:  August  29,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Peggy  Stringer  or  Curtis  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  in  cooperation  with  the  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
conducting  the  2000  Montana  Drought/Tire  Impact  Survey  to  measure  the  direct  impact  of  the  drought  and 
wildfires  on  Montana's  agricultural  producers.  The  results  of  the  survey  are  essential  to  provide  documentation 
needed  to  ensure  that  Montana  qualifies  for  State  and  Federal  disaster  funding. 

Fifteen-thousand  producers  will  be  sent  a  questionnaire  to  complete  by  mail.  Survey  results  will  be  published 
on  September  19.  Individual  information  collected  is  confidential  and  will  only  be  published  in  summary  form 
with  other  reports. 

The  following  agricultural  organizations  recognize  the  importance  of  this  survey  and  urge  Montana  farmers  and 
ranchers  to  participate  in  the  2000  Montana  DroughL/Fire  Impact  Survey. 


Montana  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
Montana  Stockgrowers  Assn. 
Women  Involved  in  Farm  Economics 
Montana  Agri-Women 
Montana  Wool  Growers  Assn. 


Montana  Farmers'  Union 
Montana  Grain  Growers  Assn. 
Montana  Agricultural  Business  Assn. 
Montana  CattleWomen's  Assn. 
Montana  Dairy  Assn. 


#end# 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  August 


For  Immediate  Release:  August  31,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  July  2000  were  mixed  compared  with  June  2000  prices,  according  to 
Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana's  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.55  per  bushel,  same  as 
June's  level;  durum  wheat  was  $3.18  per  bushel,  down  24  cents;  and  spring  wheat  was  3  cents  lower  at  $2.93 
per  bushel.  Feed  bariey  average  price  was  $1.61  and  malt  barley  was  $3.18  per  bushel. 

The  mid-August  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $79.00  per  ton,  same  as  last  month.  Other  hay,  at  $72.00  per 
ton,  was  up  $1.00  from  July's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-August  winter  wheat  price  averaged  $2.40  per  bushel, 
spring  wheat  was  $2.65,  feed  barley  was  $1.40,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $3.00. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  July  were  mixed  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Steer  and 
heifer  prices  decreased  $3.20  to  $83.80  per  cwt.  Cows  were  up  10  cents  to  $42.30,  and  the  average  price  for 
calves  was  up  $1.00  to  $101.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  $6.50  to  $35.20  per  cwt,  but  lamb  prices 
decreased  $3.90  to  $88.00  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  80  cents  from  last  month  to  $13.10  per  cwt.  Steer  and 
Iheifer  prices  for  mid-August  averaged  $83.10  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  July  and  changes  from  June  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.23,  down  20 
cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.74,  down  14  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.70,  up  63  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer 
prices  were  $70.40,  down  $1.10. 

The  U.S.  mid-August  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.21  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.51  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.30  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.13.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $67.70  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $38.60,  all  hog  prices  were  $44.40  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  68.1  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  August  was  97  based  on  1990-92=100, 
down  1  point  (1.0  percent)  from  the  July  index.  Lower  prices  for  broilers,  cattle,  hogs,  and  com  more  than 
offset  price  increases  for  eggs,  tomatoes,  sweet  com,  and  grapes.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  farmers  sell  often  affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  cattle,  tobacco,  grapes, 
and  sweet  com  more  than  offset  lower  marketings  of  wheat,  hay,  milk,  and  broilers.  These  marketing  changes 
kept  the  index  from  falling  one  more  point. 

The  August  Index  of  Prices  Paid  for  Commodities  and  Services,  Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm  Wage  Rates 
(PPITW)  was  1 19  percent  of  the  1990-92  average.  The  index  was  down  0.8  percent  from  July  but  4  points  (3.5 
percent)  above  August  1999.  Lower  prices  in  August  for  feeder  cattle,  feed  concentrates,  feed  grains,  and  feeder 
pigs  more  than  offset  higher  prices  for  nitrogen  fertilizers,  diesel  fuel,  LP  gas,  and  other  chemicals. 
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Study  Measures  Agricultural  Management  Issues 


For  immediate  release:  September  I,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

How  are  the  changes  in  farm  programs  affecting  agricultural  productivity?  What  changes  will 
consumers  face?  What  land  conservation  practices  are  agricultural  producers  using?  To  gather  reliable, 
objective  information  about  U.S.  agriculture,  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  (MASS)  will  conduct 
the  Agricultural  Resource  Management  Study. 

Information  on  wheat  and  sugar  beet  chemical  applications,  production  practices,  and  pest  management 
practices  are  topics  this  study  will  measure  during  the  fall  of  2000.    Fewer  than  12,000  of  the  Nation's  two 
million  farm  operators  will  be  asked  to  participate  in  the  study,  so  every  response  is  critical.  In  Montana  246 
producers  will  be  included. 

The  agricultural  producers  selected  to  participate  in  the  Agricultural  Resource  Management  Study  will 
be  making  an  important  contribution  to  the  overall  welfare  of  the  U.S.  agricultural  community.  All  study 
information  will  be  merged  and  used  by  commodity  analysts,  producer  organizations,  and  others  to  benefit 
Montana  farmers  and  ranchers. 

>         Study  participants  have  an  opportunity  to  set  the  record  straight  about  issues  that  affect  them, 
such  as  use  of  fertilizers  and  pesticides. 

>•         Respondents  are  helping  in  the  research  for  improved  production,  marketing,  and  profitability  of 
U.S.  agncultural  commodities. 

>•         Agricultural  production  practices  can  be  developed  to  improve  productivity  for  farm  operators 
and  ensure  a  safer,  cleaner  working  environment  for  producers,  their  families,  and  communities. 

Montana  farm  operators  selected  to  participate  in  this  year's  study  will  be  notified  by  letter  at  the  end  of 
September,  and  interviewers  will  visit  them  personally  to  collect  their  reports  at  the  operator's  convenience. 
USDA  will  publish  national  information  on  agricultural  chemical  usage  and  analyze  commodity  production 
costs  and  returns  in  a  series  of  reports  in  2001. 

The  Agricultural  Resource  Management  Study  is  one  way  that  USDA  and  producers  work  together  to 
provide  the  meaningful,  accurate,  and  objective  statistical  information  and  services  that  help  keep  U.S. 
agriculture  and  rural  communities  among  the  most  robust  in  the  world. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  1 1 ,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  I -800-835-26 1 2 

Montana's  September  I,  2000  other  spring  wheat  production  forecast  is  82.35  million  bushels,  down  4 
percent  from  last  month.  If  realized,  this  would  be  24  percent  lower  than  last  year  because  of  a  decrease  in 
harvested  acres.  The  average  yield,  at  27.0  bushels  per  acre,  is  down  1  bushel  from  the  August  1,  2000  forecast 
and  is  unchanged  from  last  year.  Harvested  acres  are  unchanged  from  last  month  and  are  forecast  at  3.05 
million  acres.  Harvest  progress  is  ahead  of  both  last  year  and'the  5-year  average.  As  of  September  10,  2000, 
spring  wheat  is  94  percent  harvested  compared  with  78  percent  last  year  and  82  percent  for  the  average. 

Durum  wheat  production  as  of  September  1,  2000  is  forecast  at  15.66  million  bushels,  down  3  percent 
from  last  month,  but  66  percent  above  last  year  because  of  an  increase  in  harvested  acres.  Yields  are  expected 
to  average  29.0  bushels  per  acre  which  is  down  I  bushel  from  last  month,  but  2  bushels  more  than  last  year. 
Harvested  acreage  remained  unchanged  from  last  month  at  540,000  acres  compared  with  350,000  acres  in  1999. 

Winter  wheat  production  is  not  forecast  on  September  1.  However,  if  we  added  the  August  winter 
wheat  production  forecast  with  current  spring  wheat  and  durum  wheat  forecasts,  the  total  wheat  crop  would  be 
estimated  at  145.26  million  bushels,  down  6  percent  from  1999. 

The  September  I,  2000  forecast  for  barley  remains  unchanged  from  last  month  and  is  set  at  44.10 
million  bushels,  down  23  percent  from  last  year.  Yields  are  forecast  at  42.0  bushels  per  acre  compared  with 
50.0  bushels  per  acre  forl999.  Harvested  acreage  is  unchanged  from  August  and  is  forecast  at  1 .05  million 
acres  which  is  100,000  acres  lower  than  1999. 

Sugar  beet  yield  is  unchanged  from  last  month  at  23.7  tons  per  acre.  Harvested  acreage  also  remains 
unchanged  at  60,000  acres.  Total  production  is  forecast  at  1.42  million  tons,  down  3  percent  from  last  year. 

Note:    The  small  grains  annual  crop  summary,  which  includes  data  from  the  September  Agricultural 
Survey  and  final  Objective  Yield  Survey,  will  be  published  on  September  29. 

At  the  U.S.  level,  ail  wheat  production  for  September  1,  2000  is  placed  at  2.30  billion  bushels,  up  2 
percent  from  the  August  forecast  but  down  fractionally  from  1999.  The  U.S.  yield  is  forecast  at  42.3  bushels  per 
acre.  This  is  up  0.7  bushels  from  last  month.  Other  spring  wheat  production  is  forecast  at  590  million 
bushels,  up  7  percent  from  last  month  and  17  percent  from  last  season.  The  final  forecast  of  U.S.  average  yield 
is  39.2  bushels  per  acre.  This  is  2.4  bushels  per  acre  higher  than  a  month  ago.  There  were  no  acreage  changes. 
Hard  red  spring  production  is  up  7  percent  from  August,  at  535  million  bushels,  while  white  spring^production 
is  virtually  unchanged  from  last  month.  As  of  September  3,  harvest  was  14  points  ahead  of  average  in  the  major 
producing  States.  The  South  Dakota  harvest  was  complete. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  production  for  September  1,  2000  is  forecast  at  1 18  million  bushels,  up  2  percent 
from  last  month  and  19  percent  more  than  1999.  The  U.S.  yield  is  now  forecast  at  29.6  bushels  per  acre,  up  0.7 
bushels  from  August  1 .  Area  for  harvest  is  unchanged  from  last  month.  As  of  September  3,  forty-eight  percent 
of  the  North  Dakota  crop  was  harvested,  six  points  better  than  the  5-year  average. 

U.S.  barley  production  for  2000  is  forecast  at  310  million  bushels,  less  than  1  percent  higher  than  the 
August  forecast  and  10  percent  above  the  1999  production.  Area  harvested  and  to  be  harvested  is  unchanged 
irom  August,  at  5.24  million  acres  but  up  10  percent  from  the  previous  year.  Yields  are  expected  to  average 
59.2  bushels  per  acre,  up  0.4  bushels  from  last  month  and  equal  to  last  year's  yield. 

Nationally,  sugar  beet  production  is  forecast  at  34.3  million  tons  from  just  over  1.5  million  acres.  The 
yield  IS  forecast  at  22.8  tons  per  acre,  0.9  tons  above  1999.    This  production  forecast  does  not  reflect  expected 
reductions  due  to  the  govemment  PIK  program  announced  in  July.  Acreage  and  production  adjustments  due  to 
the  program  will  not  be  known  until  all  bids  are  reviewed  and  either  accepted  or  rejected. 

Corn  production  at  the  U.S.  level  is  forecast  at  10.4  billion  bushels,  unchanged  from  the  last  forecast, 
but  up  10  percent  from  1999.  Based  on  September  I  conditions,  yields  are  expected  to  average  141.8  bushels 
per  acre,  down  0. 1  bushel  per  acre  from  August,  but  up  8.0  bushels  from  a  year  ago.  If  realized,  this  would  be 
the  largest  production  and  yield  on  record.  Acreage  for  grain  harvest  is  estimated  at  73.1  million  acres, 
unchanged  from  August. 

#end# 
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For  immediate  release:  September  21,  2(J()() 

For  more  information  please  contact;  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  1999  potato  production  totaled  3.33  million  cvvt,  5  percent  above  last  year  and  just  slightly  below 
1997.  Producers  harvested  10,900  acres,  300  more  than  a  year  ago  and  500  acres  more  than  two  years  ago.  Potato  yields 
averaged  305  cwt  per  acre  compared  with  300  cwt  in  1998. 

Value  of  production  from  the  1999  crop  was  $29.3  million,  up  16  percent  from  1998.  The  average  price  was 
$8.80  per  cwt,  up  85  cents  from  the  previous  year's  crop.  Sales  of  Montana's  1999  potato  crop  totaled  $26. 1  million, 
which  is  18  percent  higher  than  last  year's  crop.  Producers  sold  3.0  million  cwt  from  the  1999  crop  compared  with  2.8 
million  cwt  a  year  ago. 

Total  U.S.  potato  production  for  1999  is  estimated  at  478  million  cwt,  up  Ipercent  from  1998,  but  4  percent 
below  the  record  high  in  1996.  Harvested  area,  at  1.33  million  acres,  was  down  4  percent  from  1998  and 
2  percent  below  1997.  The  average  yield  of  359  cwt  per  acre  was  a  record  high,  up  16  cwt  from  1998  and  14  cwt  above 
1997.  Seasonal  production  was  above  last  year  for  winter,  spring,  and  summer  but  fall  potatoes  were  down  slightly. 
Winter  production  jumped  37  percent,  spring  increased  20  percent,  summer  gained  slightly,  but  fall  potatoes  were  down  1 
percent.  This  is  the  second  largest  total  potato  production  on  record  in  the  United  States. 

U.S.  summer  potato  production  was  revised  to  19.0  million  cwt  for  1999,  up  slightly  from  1998  and  4  percent 
above  1997.  Harvested  area  of  64,000  acres  was  down  6  percent  from  1998,  while  the  average  yield  of  296  cwt 
per  acre  for  1999  was  18  cwt  above  the  previous  year. 

Fall  U.S.  potatoes  were  finalized  at  430  million  cwt,  down  1  percent  from  1998  but  2  percent  above  1997.  This  is 
Ithe  third  largest  fall  potato  production  on  record,  after  the  1996  and  1998  seasons.  Area  harvested  in  1999  was  estimated 
at  1.17  million  acres,  down  4  percent  from  1998  and  2  percent  below  two  years  earlier.  The  average  yield  was  a  record 
high,  averaging  369  cwt  per  acre,  up  13  cwt  from  a  year  ago.  Final  production  of  fall  potatoes  was  1  percent  below  the 
first  forecast  made  in  November  1999. 

Value  of  U.S.  all  potato  production  was  estimated  at  $2.75  billion,  up  4  percent  from  last  year  and  5  percent 
above  1997.  The  average  price,  at  $5.77  per  cwt  gained  21  cents  from  a  year  earlier  and  was  13  cents  above  1997. 

Sales  from  the  1999  U.S.  potato  crop  totaled  437  million  cwt,  up  1  percent  from  1998  and  2  percent  above  1997. 
Sales  accounted  for  91  percent  of  1999  production.  Non  sales  accounted  for  41.1  million  cwt  of  1999  potatoes,  down 
fractionally  from  1998  and  9  percent  below  1997.  Over  the  past  five  years,  an  average  of  91  percent  of  the  potatoes 
grown  have  been  sold.  The  other  9  percent  was  either  lost  (shrinkage  and  loss)  or  used  on  farms  where  grown  (seed, 
home  use,  and  livestock  feed). 

U.S.  processors  used  274  million  cwt  of  raw  potatoes  from  the  1999  crop,  down  3  percent  from  1998  but  2 
percent  above  1997.  Table  stock  sales  totaled  134  million  cwt,  7  percent  above  last  year.  Seed  sales  of  25.5  million 
cwt  were  up  2  percent.  Sales  for  livestock  feed,  at  3.14  million  cwt  gained  1  percent  from  1998  but  was  13  percent  below 
1997. 

Chip  potato  use  totaled  52.8  million  cwt,  3  percent  above  last  year  for  the  U.S..  Freezers  took  163  million  cwt  of 
raw  potatoes,  down  3  percent,  while  dehydrating  totaled  51.7  million  cwt,  a  drop  of  9  percent.  Canning  use,  at  5.71 
million  cwt,  was  up  22  percent.  Starch,  Hour  and  other  products  were  made  from  1.31  million  cwt  of  potatoes,  down  17 
percent  from  last  year. 

U.S.  shrinkage  and  loss  was  estimated  at  35.6  million  cwt,  up  fractionally  from  last  year  and  10  percent  above 
1997.  Livestock  feed  and  home  use  totaled  1.29  million  cwt,  down  9  percent.  Growers  kept  an  additional  4.25  million 
cwt  for  seed  on  their  own  farms,  down  2  percent  from  the  previous  year. 
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Montana^s  2000  Droupht/Fire  Survey  Results 

FOR  [MMEDL-ME  RELEASE:  September  21,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Peggy  Stringer  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  conducted  a  Drought  and  Fire  Impact  Survey  at  the  request  of  Montana 
Department  of  Agriculture  to  assess  the  impact  of  this  year's  drought  on  farmers  and  ranchers  across  Montana.  The 
survey  determined  that  84  percent  of  producers  were  adversely  impacted  by  drought,  while  16  percent  of  producers 
indicated  they  were  not  directly  impacted  by  drought.  All  of  the  producers  responding  to  the  survey  in  Golden  Valley, 
Petroleum,  Pondera  and  Wheatland  counties  indicated  they  were  adversely  affected  by  drought.  Approximately  95 
percent  of  all  producers  reporting  in  the  North  Central,  Central  and  South  Cental  districts  of  the  state  reported  that  they 
were  adversely  affected  by  drought.  Seventy-four  percent  of  producers  in  the  northwest  district,  81  percent  in  the 
southwest  district,  85  percent  in  the  south  central  district  and  58  percent  in  the  northeast  district  reported  they  were 
adversely  effected.  Very  few  producers  in  Daniels  county  reported  being  adversely  affected  by  drought.  A  Golden  Valley 
producers  wrote,  "We  have  never  experienced  such  drought  conditions  of  this  magnitude.  Creeks  have  completely  dried 
up  and  some  wells  have  quit.  What  a  wreck!" 

As  of  September  first,  32  percent  of  ranchers  reporting  on  the  survey  had  to  haul  water  for  livestock  for  an 
average  of  63  days  for  an  average  cost  per  day  of  $30.  Many  producers  reported  that  if  conditions  do  not  improve,  they 
will  have  to  continue  to  haul  water  for  livestock  throughout  the  winter.  Seven  percent  of  operators  had  to  haul  water  for 
households  for  an  average  of  57  days  for  an  average  cost  of  $9  per  day.  Because  of  drought  many  operators  have  had  to 
Idrill  wells  and  improve  springs.  Four  percent  of  agricultural  operators  have  had  to  drill  new  wells  for  household  use  at  an 
average  cost  of  $4,758.  Twelve  percent  of  ranchers  and  farmers  have  had  to  drill  new  wells  for  livestock  and  irrigation 
and  23  percent  of  producers  reporting  improved  or  developed  springs  for  livestock. 

Shortages  of  feed  and  water  have  left  producers  with  choices  of  whether: 

1.  To  ship  livestock  to  alternate  locations  with  better  feed  and  water  sources 

2.  To  acquire  more  feed 

3.  To  sell  livestock 

Fifty-six  percent  of  producers  reported  that  they  had  to  move  livestock  to  alternate  locations  because  of 
shortages  of  feed  and  water.  Many  ranchers  have  grazed  winter  pastures  and  hay  fields  to  make  up  the  feed  deficit. 
Producers  also  reported  increased  supplemental  feeding  requirements  for  the  fall  and  winter.  Ranchers  estimate  the  need 
for  all  feed  types  to  increase  29  percent  from  normal  this  year,  with  26  percent  more  hay  required. 

Forty-two  percent  of  ranchers  reporting  indicated  that  they  have  changed  their  marketing  strategy  because  of 
the  drought  by  reducing  cattle  and  calf  numbers  by  17  percent,  beef  cow  numbers  by  14  percent,  sheep  and  lamb  numbers 
by  32  percent  and  equine  numbers  by  12  percent. 

Farmers  reported  that  drought  reduced  their  irrigated  alfalfa  hay  production  by  39  percent,  non  irrigated  alfalfa 
hay  production  by  82  percent,  grain  hay  production  by  41  percent,  and  wild  hay  production  by  62  percent.  The  survey 
showed  that  hay  production  in  Montana  is  comparable  to  1988  hay  production.    Pasture  and  range  conditions  are  also 
comparable  to  1988.  As  of  September  17,  topsoil  moisture  was  98  percent  short  to  very  short  and  2  percent  adequate 
with  subsoil  moisture  at  97  percent  short  to  very  short  and  3  percent  adequate. 

The  survey  indicated  that  5  percent  of  ranchers  and  farmers  were  impacted  by  fire,  with  1.5  percent  not  sure  if 
they  had  been  impacted  and  93.5  percent  not  impacted. 
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For  immediate  release:  September  22,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

U.S.  inventory  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  September  1,  2000,  was  60.2  million  head.  This  was  1  percent 
below  September  1999,  but  1  percent  above  June  1,  2000. 

Breeding  inventory,  at  6.27  million  head,  was  down  1  percent  from  September  1,  1999,  but  up  1  percent 
from  June  1,  2000.  Market  hog  inventory,  at  53.9  million  head,  was  1  percent  below  last  year,  but  1  percent 
above  last  quarter. 

The  June-August  2000  U.S.  pig  crop,  at  25.7  million  head,  was  1  percent  less  than  1999,  and  4  percent 
less  than  1998.  Sows  farrowing  during  this  period  totaled  2.90  million  head,  1  percent  below  last  year.  The  sows 
farrowed  during  this  quarter  represented  47  percent  of  the  breeding  herd.  The  average  pigs  per  litter  was  8.85 
pigs  saved  per  litter  for  the  June-August  period,  compared  to  8.86  pigs  last  year.  Pigs  saved  per  litter  by  size  of 
operation  ranged  from  7.40  for  operations  with  1-99  hogs  to  9.00  for  operations  with  more  than  5,000  hogs  and 
pigs. 

U.S.  hog  producers  intend  to  have  2.88  million  sows  farrow  during  the  September-November  2000 
quarter,  1  percent  above  the  actual  farrowings  during  the  same  period  in  1999,  but  4  percent  below  1998. 
Intended  farrowings  for  December  2000-February  2001,  at  2.89  million  sows,  are  3  percent  above  the  same 
period  in  2000  and  up  slightly  from  1999. 

The  total  number  of  hogs  under  contract,  owned  by  operations  with  over  5,000  head,  but  raised  by 
contractees,  accounted  for  33  percent  of  the  total  U.S.  hog  inventory,  up  from  31  percent  last  year. 
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Maltsters  and  Brewers  Purchased  19.4  Million  Bushels  of  the  1999  Barley  Crop 

For  immediate  release:  September  25,  2000 

For  more  information  please  contact:    Darin  Jant/.i  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Maltsters  and  brewers  purchased  19.4  million  bushels  of  Montana's  1999  barley  crop  to  make  malt,  up  8  percent 
from  1998.  but  down  nearly  19  percent  from  the  1997  crop  year,  according  to  a  recent  survey  conducted  by  the  Montana 
Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  The  survey  was  requested  and  funded  by  the  Montana  Wheat  and  Barley  Committee.  The 
average  protein  of  the  1999  malting  crop  was  12.6  percent,  which  is  the  same  average  protein  obtained  from  the  1998 
crop. 

Montana  growers  planted  1.30  million  acres  of  barley  in  1999,  down  50,000  acres  from  1998.  Of  the  total,  about 
780,000  acres  were  planted  to  inalting  type  varieties.  If  the  yield  of  malting  varieties  equaled  the  state  average  yield  per 
planted  acre  for  all  barley,  then  appro.ximately  34.5  million  bushels  of  malting  type  would  be  produced.  Since  only  19.4 
million  bushels  were  used  for  malt,  the  remaining  15.1  did  not  make  the  malting  grade  or  exceeded  demand  for  malting 
barley.  The  barley  utilized  for  malt  represented  nearly  34  percent  of  the  1999  total  barley  crop  compared  with  31  percent 
in  1998  and  39  percent  in  1997. 

HaiTington  was  the  variety  most  frequently  purchased  by  Maltsters  and  brewers  and  represented  52  percent  of  the 
total  purchases.  Anheuser  Busch  varieties  were  the  second  most  commonly  purchased.  Seventy-si.\  percent  of  all  malt 
barley  purchased  was  grown  in  North  Central  Montana.  South  Central  Montana  growers  produced  nearly  13  percent  of 
the  total. 

#end# 
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YEAR 

DISTRICTS 
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N.  Central  2/ 

Central 

Southwe.st 

S.  Central 

Southeast  3/ 

Bushels 

Protein 

.\NHEUSER- 

1997 

5.050.000 

410.000 

500.000 

5.960,000 

12.3 

BUSCH 

1998 

2.887,000 

933.000 

410.000 

4,230,000 

12.5 

VARIETIES 

1999 

5,345,000 

645.000 

500.000 

6,490,000 

12.6 

GALENA 

1997 

105,000 

1.046,000 

1,151.000 

11.3 

1998 

620,000 

305.000 

925,000 

11.0 

1999 

680.000 

680.000 

11.4 

HARRINGTON 

1997 

11.724,000 

2.635,000 

111.000 

200.000 

14.670,000 

12.6 

1998 

8,095.000 

2.429.000 

540.000 

285.000 

11,349.000 

12.8 

1999 

8.434,000 

1.020.000 

173.000 

500.000 

10.127.000 

129 

MORAVIAN  III 

1997 
1998 
1999 

480,000 

480.000 

lis 

MORAVIAN  22 

1997 
1998 

675.000 

675,000 

11.1 

1999 

112,400 

1.425.000 

1.537.400 

11 

3 

MOREX 

1997 

255.000 

153,000 

461,000 

121.000 

990,000 

12 

5 

1998 

230.000 

400.000 

630.000 

13 

2 

1999 

196.000 

295.700 

491.700 

12 

7 

OTHER 

1997 

369.000 

106,000 

64.000 

5.000 

544.000 

12 

1 

1998 

37.500 

46.000 

20,000 

103.500 

12 

6 

1999 

48,100 

15.700 

63.800 

12 

1 

TOTAL 
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17.983.000 

3,304.000 

636.000 

1.867.000 

5,000 

23.795.000 

12 

4 

1998 

11.869.500 

3,362.000 

986.000 

1.695.000 

17.912,500 

12 

6 

1999 

14,815,500 

1.976.400 

173.000 

2.425.000 

19.389,900 

12 

6 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  September 


For  Immediate  Release:  September  28,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  August  2000  were  mostly  lower  than  the  July  2000  prices,  according  to 
Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana's  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.44  per  bushel,  down  1 1 
cents  from  July;  durum  wheat  was  $3.20  per  bushel,  up  2  cents;  and  spring  wheat  was  29  cents  lower  at  $2.64 
per  bushel.  Feed  barley  average  price  was  $1.41  and  malt  barley  was  $2.96  per  bushel. 

The  mid-September  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $83.00  per  ton,  up  $4.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$74.00  per  ton,  was  up  $2.00  from  August's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-September  winter  wheat  price  averaged 
$2.60  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.85,  feed  barley  was  $1.40,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $3.00. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  August  were  mixed  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Steer  and 
heifer  prices  decreased  $1.00  to  $82.80  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  $1.60  to  $40.70,  and  the  average  price  for 
calves  was  up  $9.00  to  $1 10.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  $6.50  to  $28.70  per  cwt,  and  Iamb  prices 
decreased  $2.90  to  $85.10  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  20  cents  from  last  month  to  $13.30  per  cwt.  Steer  and 
heifer  pnces  for  mid-September  averaged  $82.20  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  August  and  changes  from  July  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.31,  up  8 
cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.59,  down  15  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.30,  down  40  cents;  and  steer  and 
heifer  prices  were  $68.00,  down  $2.40. 

The  U.S.  mid-September  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.38  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.57  per  bushel, 
all  wheat  was  $2.43  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.08.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $68.70  per  cwt,  cow 
prices  were  $37.30,  all  hog  prices  were  $41.60  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  60.3  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  September  was  99  based  on 
1990-92=100,  up  1  point  (1.0  percent)  from  the  August  index.  Higher  prices  for  lettuce,  broilers,  milk,  and 
tobacco  were  partially  offset  by  the  decrease  in  prices  for  eggs,  hogs,  potatoes,  and  grapes.  The  seasonal  change 
in  the  mix  of  commodities  farmers  sell  often  affects  the  overall  index.  Lower  seasonal  marketings  of  cattle, 
broilers,  grapes,  and  wheat  were  partially  offset  by  higher  marketings  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  com,  apples  and 
potatoes.  These  marketing  changes  kept  the  index  from  increasing  more  than  1  point. 

The  September  Index  of  Prices  Paid  for  Commodities  and  Services,  Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm  Wage 
Rates  (PPITW)  was  118  percent  of  the  1990-92  average.  The  index  is  down  1  point  (0.8  percent)  from  August 
but  was  3  points  (2.6  percent)  greater  than  September  1999.  Lower  prices  in  September  for  complete  feeds,  feed 
concentrates,  feeder  cattle,  and  gasoline  more  than  offset  higher  prices  for  diesel  fuel,  hay  and  forages,  nitrogen 
fertilizers,  and  feed  grains. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  29,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:    Daiin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  I -800-835-26 1 2 

All  wheat  stocks  in  Montana  on  September  1,  2000  totaled  169.4  million  bushels,  down  1 1  percent  from 
the  same  quaner  last  year.  Stocks  stored  on  the  farm  accounted  for  143.0  million  bushels  and  off  farm  stocks 
accounted  for  26.4  million  bushels.  All  spring  wheat  stocks,  at  113. 91  million  bushels,  were  down  20  percent 
from  last  year  and  accounted  for  67  percent  of  the  total  wheat  stocks.  Winter  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at 
55.49  million  bushels,  up  16  percent  from  last  year.  Durum  wheat  stocks  were  estimated  at  14.56  million 
bushels,  down  1 1  percent  from  last  year.  All  wheat  disappearance  for  the  June-August  quarter  was  26.66 
million  bushels,  compared  with  34.16  million  for  the  same  quarter  last  year.  Barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on 
September  1,  2000  were  down  27  percent  from  last  year  and  were  set  at  41.16  million  bushels.  Oat  stocks  were 
up  9  percent  from  a  year  ago  and  were  estimated  at  3.32  million  bushels. 


Nationally,  all  wheat  stored  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  2000  totaled  2.37  billion  bushels,  down  3 
percent  from  a  year  ago.  On-farm  stocks  are  estimated  at  823  million  bushels,  down  7  percent  from  last  year. 
Off-farm  stocks,  at  1.54  billion  bushels,  are  down  1  percent  from  a  year  ago.  The  indicated  June  -  August  2000 
^quarter  disappearance  is  823  million  bushels,  up  3  percent  from  the  same  period  in  1999. 

U.S.  durum  wheat  stocks  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  2000  totaled  130  million  bushels,  down  5 
percent  from  a  year  ago.  On-farm  stocks,  at  91.7  million  bushels,  are  down  5  percent  from  1999.  Off-farm 
stocks  totaled  38.0  million  bushels  also  down  5  percent  from  a  year  ago.  The  indicated  June  -  August  2000 
quarter  disappearance  of  35.7  million  bushels  is  up  205  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

U.S.  barley  stocks  in  all  positions  on  September  1,  2000  are  estimated  at  294  million  bushels,  less  than 
1  percent  below  last  year.  On-farm  stocks  are  152  million  bushels,  8  percent  below  a  year  ago.  Off-farm  stocks 
are  142  million  bushels,  9  percent  above  1999.  Indicated  disappearance  during  the  June  -  August  2000  quarter 
totaled  138  million  bushels,  up  9  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  earlier. 

U.S.  oats  stored  in  all  positions  on  September  1.  2000  totaled  151  million  bushels,  2  percent  above  the 
stocks  on  September  I,  1999.  Of  the  total  stocks  on  hand,  102  million  bushels  were  stored  on  farms,  5  percent 
more  than  this  time  last  year.  Off-farm  stocks  totaled  49.2  million  bushels,  4  percent  below  a  year  earlier. 
Indicated  disappearance  during  June  -  August  2000  totaled  75.3  million  bushels,  5  percent  less  than  the  same 
period  a  year  ago. 
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September  2000  Small  Grain  Summary 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  September  29,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Peggy  Stringer  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Montana's  2000  winter  wheat  production  was  estimated  at  44.55  million  bushels,  up  21%  from  1999.  This 
increase  from  last  year  is  mainly  attributed  to  an  increase  in  acres.  Producers  harvested  1,350,000  acres,  up  380,000 
acres  from  the  1999  harvest.  The  2000  average  yield  was  33.0  bushels  per  acre,  which  is  five  bushels  lower  than  last 
year's  average.  The  yield  was  lowered  2  bushels  from  the  September  1,  2000  forecast. 

Spring  wheat  production  in  Montana  was  estimated  at  77.5  million  bushels,  down  28%  from  1999.  The  2000 
crop  would  be  the  smallest  since  1990  when  realized  production  was  53.9  million  bushels.  The  seeded  acreage  was  3.35 
million  acres,  800,000  acres  less  than  1999.  Producers  harvested  3.1  million  acres,  900,000  acres  less  than  a  year  earlier. 
Yields  averaged  25.0  bushels  per  acre,  down  2  bushels  from  1999  in  part  due  to  lack  of  precipitation  in  many  areas  of  the 
state.  Drought  conditions  existed  for  much  of  the  growing  season  across  the  state.  The  only  exception  was  the  Northeast 
part  of  the  state  where  adequate  precipitation  allowed  for  a  good  crop. 

Montana  durum  wheat  growers  planted  480,000  acres  and  harvested  or  expect  to  harvest  470,000  acres  in  2000. 
With  good  precipitation  in  the  Northeastern  part  of  the  state  where  a  majority  of  the  durum  wheat  in  the  state  is  grown, 
producers  obtained  good  yields.  The  average  yield  was  28.0  bushels  per  acre,  1  bushel  more  than  1999.  Total  production 
was  estimated  at  13. 16  million  bushels,  up  39  percent  from  last  year.  The  2000  production  is  the  second  highest  on 
record,  below  only  the  18.09  million  bushels  achieved  in  1956. 

Barley  planted  acreage  in  Montana  decreased  tol.25  million  acres,  50,000  acres  less  than  1999.  Producers 
harvested  950,000  acres,  200,000  acres  less  than  were  harvested  for  grain  in  1999.  Yields  averaged  40.0  bushels  per 
acre,  down  10  bushels  from  last  year  and  down  2  bushels  from  our  previous  forecast.  Production  was  estimated  at  38.0 
million  bushels,  down  34%  from  last  year.  The  2000  production  is  the  smallest  crop  since  1988  when  30.0  million 
bushels  was  realized.  The  main  reason  for  the  decrease  is  attributed  to  drought  conditions  during  much  of  the  growing 
season. 

Oat  production  in  Montana  was  estimated  at  2.60  million  bushels,  down  19  percent  from  last  year.  Planted 
acreage  was  estimated  at  130,000  acres,  40,000  acres  lower  than  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  was  set  at  50,000  acres, 
down  20,000  from  1999.  Yields  averaged  52.0  bushels  per  acre,  6  bushels  above  last  year. 

Nationally,  the  2000  winter  wheat  production  is  estimated  at  1.56  billion  bushels.  This  is  down  2  percent  from 
the  August  forecast  and  8  percent  below  1999.  The  U.S.  yield  dropped  0.4  bushels  from  August  to  44.6  bushels  per  acre, 
3.2  bushels  below  last  year's  yield.  Acreage  for  grain  is  estimated  at  35.0  million  acres,  down  1  percent  from  both  last 
month  and  last  year.  Most  of  the  decrease  in  grain  area  from  August  comes  from  Nebraska,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas. 

Other  spring  wheat  production  in  2000  is  estimated  at  561  million  bushels,  down  5  percent  from  the  last 
forecast,  but  12  percent  more  than  in  1999.  Harvested  area  is  now  14.5  million  acres,  down  3  percent  from  the  last 
forecast  and  2  percent  from  last  year.  The  U.S.  yield  is  38.6  bushels  per  acre,  down  0.6  bushels  from  the  last  forecast,  but 
4.5  bushels  higher  than  in  1999. 

Durum  wheat  production  for  2000  totaled  1 16  million  bushels,  down  2  percent  from  September  1,  but  16 
percent  higher  than  last  year.  Grain  area  now  totals  3.67  million  acres,  up  3  percent  from  last  year.  The  U.S.  yield,  at 
"il.5  bushels  per  acre  is  up  1.9  bushels  from  the  last  forecast  and  3.7  bushels  above  last  year's  yield.  North  Dakota's 
durum  harvest  was  only  89  percent  complete  by  September  24,  four  points  behind  the  5-year  average.  Sprouting  and 
other  moisture  related  damage  has  lowered  the  quality  of  the  remaining  wheat. 

U.S.  barley  production  in  2000  was  estimated  at  320  million  bushels,  up  3  percent  from  the  September  forecast 
and  14  percent  above  last  year's  estimate.  Average  yield  per  acre,  at  61.4  bushels,  was  up  2.2  bushels  from  1999.  The 
area  harvested  for  grain  is  estimated  at  5.21  million  acres,  10  percent  above  a  year  ago.  This  year's  harvested  acreage  is 
the  second  lowest  on  record,  following  last  year's  record  low. 

U.S.  oats  production  for  the  2000  crop  year  is  estimated  at  150  million  bushels,  2  percent  below  the  August 
forecast,  but  3  percent  above  the  1999  production.  The  estimated  yield,  at  64.4  bushels  per  acre,  is  2. 1  bushels  above  the 
August  forecast  and  4.8  bushels  higher  than  last  year.  Area  harvested  for  grain  in  2000  is  2.33  million  acres,  5  percent 
^|elow  the  August  forecast  and  1999.  This  continues  the  steady  downward  trend  and  breaks  last  year's  record  as  the 
^Pnallest  acreage  harvested  for  grain  on  record.  Compared  with  the  August  forecast,  reductions  in  acres  harvested  for 
grain  due  to  drought  in  Texas,  Nebraska,  and  South  Dakota,  more  than  offset  higher  yields  on  remaining  acres. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  October 

For  Immediate  Release:  October  31,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  September  2000  were  mixed  compared  with  the  August  2000  prices, 
according  to  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana's  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.52  per 
bushel,  up  8  cents  from  August;  durum  wheat  was  $3.42  per  bushel,  up  22  cents;  and  spring  wheat  was  7  cents 
higher  at  $2.71  per  bushel.  Feed  barley  average  price  was  $1.33,  down  8  cents;  and  malt  barley  was  $2.60  per 
bushel,  down  36  cents. 

The  mid-October  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $86.00  per  ton,  up  $3.00  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$77.00  per  ton,  was  also  up  $3.00  from  September's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-October  winter  wheat  price 
averaged  $2.95  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90,  feed  barley  was  $1.40,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.70. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  September  were  mixed  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Steer 
and  heifer  prices  increased  $1.70  to  $84.50  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  40  cents  to  $40.30,  and  the  average  price 
for  calves  was  down  $4.00  to  $106.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  30  cents  to  $28.40  per  cwt,  and  lamb 
prices  decreased  $1.00  to  $84.10  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  20  cents  from  last  month  to  $13.50  per  cwt. 
^teer  and  heifer  prices  for  mid-October  averaged  $90.00  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  September  and  changes  from  August  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.37,  up 
6  cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.59,  unchanged  from  last  month;  the  all  barley  price  was  $1.82,  down  48  cents;  and 
steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $68.60,  up  60  cents. 

The  U.S.  mid-October  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.66  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.78  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.70  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $L91.  Steer  and  heifer  pnces  were  $69.80  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $35.70,  all  hog  prices  were  $42.60  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  68.5  cents  per  dozen. 

The  preliminary  All  Farm  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  October  was  92  based  on  1990-92=100, 
down  6  points  (6.1  percent)  from  the  September  index.  Higher  prices  for  com,  wheat,  tomatoes,  and  eggs  were 
offset  by  decreases  in  prices  for  lettuce,  broilers,  soybeans,  and  sweet  com.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  farmers  sell  often  affects  the  overall  index.  Lower  seasonal  marketings  of  milk,  grapes,  wheat,  and 
tobacco  more  than  offset  the  higher  marketings  of  soybeans,  com,  cotton,  and  cottonseed.  These  marketing 
changes  accounted  for  four  points  of  the  October  index  decrease. 

The  October  Index  of  Prices  Paid  for  Commodities  and  Services,  Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm  Wage  Rates 
(PPITW)  was  121  percent  of  the  1990-92  average.  The  index  was  up  1  point  (0.8  percent)  from  September  and 
5  points  (4.3  percent)  above  October  1999.  Higher  prices  in  October  for  feeder  cattle,  feed  concentrates,  feed 
grains,  and  complete  feeds  more  than  offset  lower  prices  for  gasoline  and  potash  and  phosphate  materials. 
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ontana  Agricultural  Statistics  2000  Bulletins  Available 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  November  8,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Wendy  Bruski  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  thirty-seventh  edition  of  the  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  2000  bulletin  is  available  to  the  public. 
Ralph  Peck,  Director  of  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  comments,  "In  this  37*  annual  edition  of  Montana 
Agricultural  Statistics  Montana  producers  will  find  the  necessary  information  to  make  those  decisions  which 
will  keep  them  competitive  in  a  dynamic  and  changing  industry." 

The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  bulletin  is  published  annually  and  contains  economic  information, 
crop  and  livestock  production,  county-level  information,  Montana's  rank,  price  information  and  much  more. 
The  cost  of  the  book  is  $7.00.  To  receive  your  copy  contact  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  Service  by  phone  at 
1-800-835-2612  or  406-441-1240  or  by  e-mail  at  nass-mt@nass.usda.gov  or  write  Montana  Agricultural 
Statistics  Service  at  301  S.  Park,  Drawer  10033,  Helena  MT  59626. 

Agriculture  is  Montana's  largest  industry  and  it  is  essential  that  accurate  agricultural  data  be  available  to 
producers,  businesses  and  agriculturally  related  industries.  The  Montana  Agricultural  Statistics  bulletin 
provides  information  on  agriculture  to  the  public.  Montana's  farmers,  ranchers,  and  agribusinesses  made  this 
publication  possible  through  their  willingness  to  provide  basic  agricultural  information. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  November  9,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Dann  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

The  Montana  dry  edible  pea  production  forecast  was  estimated  at  189,000  cwt.  This  is  53  percent  less  than  last 
year  when  406,000  cwt  was  produced.  Planted  acreage  for  2000  is  estimated  at  28,000  acres,  down  9,000  acres  from  last 
year.  Harvested  acres  is  estimated  at  21,000  acres  compared  with  29.000  acres  last  year.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  900 
pounds  per  acre  which  is  500  pounds  lower  than  1999's  estimate  of  1,400  pounds  per  acre. 

Production  of  dry  edible  peas  in  Idaho.  Montana,  Nevada,  North  Dakota,  Oregon,  and  Washington  is  estimated  at 
3.46  million  cwt  for  2000,  down  28  percent  from  1999  and  42  percent  below  two  years  ago.  This  is  the  lowest 
production  since  1996  when  2.67  million  cwt  was  produced.  Area  harvested,  at  176,000  acres,  is  31  percent  below  1999. 
Average  yields  increased  81  pounds  from  1999  to  1,963  pounds  per  acre. 

Montana's  lentil  production  forecast  is  estimated  at  160,000  cwt  for  2000,  which  is  23  percent  less  than  last 
year's  estimate.  Planted  acreage  stood  at  22.000  acres  for  2000,  which  is  3,000  more  than  last  year.  Harvested  acres  is 
estimated  at  16,000  acres,  which  is  unchanged  from  1999.  Average  yields  fell  300  lbs  from  last  year  to  1,000  pounds  per 
acre  in  2000. 


Production  of  lentils  in  Idaho,  Montana.  North  Dakota,  and  Washington  is  estimated  at  2.98  million  cwt  for  2000, 
p  25  percent  from  1999  and  54  percent  above  two  years  ago.  Planted  acres,  at  217,000,  are  19  percent  above  1999. 
arvested  acres,  at  209,000,  are  20  percent  higher  than  1999.  Average  yield  per  acre,  at  1,425  pounds,  is  57  pounds 
above  last  year. 


Montana  sugar  beet  production  was  forecast  at  1.322  million  tons  on  November  1.  2000  down  4  percent  from 
last  month's  forecast  and  down  10  percent  from  last  year.  Forecasted  yield,  of  23.9  tons  per  acre,  is  unchanged  from  last 
month  and  is  0. 1  tons  per  acre  higher  than  last  year.  Harvested  acreage  is  down  2,600  acres  from  last  month  at  55,300 
acres,  and  is  6,400  acres  less  than  1999.  Some  acres  are  being  abandoned  due  to  late  freeze  damage  that  occurred  during 
the  early  part  of  October.  As  of  November  1,  ninety-four  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested  which  is  1  point  lower 
than  the  five-year  average. 

U.S.  sugar  beet  production  is  forecast  at  33.0  million  tons  from  just  under  1.40  million  acres.  Harvested  acres  are 
unchanged  from  last  month,  but  8  percent  below  last  year,  mainly  due  to  PIK  reductions.  The  production  forecast  is  1 
percent  below  last  year,  but  2  percent  above  the  October  forecast.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  23.6  tons  per  acre,  1.7  tons 
above  1999  and  0.6  ton  above  the  October  forecast. 

Montana's  fall  potato  production  is  forecast  at  3.447  million  cwt,  up  4  percent  from  last  year.  Harvested  acres 
are  estimated  at  II, 300  acres,  up  400  acres  from  last  year.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  305  cwt  per  acre,  which  is  unchanged 
from  last  year.  As  of  November  1,  ninety-nine  percent  of  the  crop  had  been  harvested  which  is  6  points  above  the  five- 
year  average. 

Nationally,  fall  potato  production  for  2000  is  forecast  at  a  record  high  463  million  cwt,  up  7  percent  from 
comparable  estimates  last  year  and  2  percent  above  the  previous  record  in   1996.  Area  harvested,  at  1.19  million  acres,  is 
ip  a  comparable  2  percent  from  last  year.  The  average  yield  is  forecast  at  388  cwt  per  acre,  a  jump  of  19  cwt  from  last 
fear. 
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For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 
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Crop  prices  for  the  full  month  of  October  2000  were  mostly  above  last  month,  according  to  Montana 
Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana's  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.80  per  bushel,  up  28  cents  from 
September;  durum  wheat  was  $3.54  per  bushel,  up  12  cents;  and  spring  wheat  was  18  cents  higher  at  $2.89  per 
bushel.  Feed  barley  average  price  was  $1.53  and  malt  barley  was  $2.54  per  bushel. 

The  mid-November  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $86.00  per  ton,  unchanged  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$81.00  per  ton,  was  up  $4.00  from  October's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-November  winter  wheat  price 
averaged  $2.95  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $3.05,  feed  barley  was  $1.55,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.75. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  October  were  mixed  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Steer 
and  heifer  prices  increased  $9.40  to  $93.90  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  $2.20  to  $38. 10,  and  the  average  price  for 
calves  was  down  $2.00  to  $104.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  decreased  $1.70  to  $26.70  per  cwt,  and  lamb  prices 
decreased  $1.10  to  $83.00  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  increased  10  cents  from  last  month  to  $13.60  per  cwt.  Steer  and 
heifer  prices  for  mid-November  averaged  $95.40  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  October  and  changes  from  September  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.63,  up 
26  cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.80,  up  21  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $1.93,  up  1 1  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer 
prices  were  $70.50,  up  $1.90. 

The  U.S.  mid-November  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.61  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.90  per  bushel, 
all  wheat  was  $2.72  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.09.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $74.30  per  cwt,  cow 
prices  were  $36.90,  all  hog  prices  were  $35.90  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  74.0  cents  per  dozen. 

The  Preliminary  All  Farms  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  November  was  97  based  on 
1990-92=100,  up  4  points  (4.3  percent)  from  the  October  Index.  Higher  prices  for  broilers,  cattle,  com  and 
cauliflower  were  partially  offset  by  lower  prices  for  hogs,  peanuts,  milk  and  apples.  The  seasonal  change  in  the 
mix  of  commodities  fanners  sell  often  affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  cotton,  milk, 
cattle  and  cottonseed  were  partially  offset  by  lower  marketings  of  soybeans,  peanuts,  potatoes  and  lettuce. 
Compared  with  November  1999,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  4  points  (4.3  percent)  higher.  Price  increases 
from  November  1999  for  cotton,  cattle,  com  and  tomatoes  were  partially  offset  by  lower  prices  for  milk,  apples, 
oranges  and  potatoes. 

The  November  Index  of  Prices  Paid  for  Commodities  and  Services,  Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm  Wage 
Rates  (PPITW)  was  121  percent  of  the  1990-92  average.  The  index  was  unchanged  from  October  but  5  points 
(4.3  percent)  above  November  1999.  Lower  prices  in  November  for  diesel  fuel  and  gasoline  were  offset  by 
igher  prices  for  nitrogen  fertilizers,  complete  feeds,  feeder  cattle,  and  feed  grains. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  December  12,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  John  Gibbons  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

Production  for  Montana's  dry  edible  bean  crop  was  estimated  at  604,000  cwt,  up  37  percent  from  the 

1999  crop.  Planted  acreage  for  2000  was  estimated  at  40,000  acres,  up  51  percent  from  last  year's  estimate 
because  of  a  another  significant  increase  in  garbanzo  beans.  Harvested  area  for  this  year  is  36,500  acres,  up  43 
percent  from  1999.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  1,650  pounds  per  acre,  80  pounds  less  than  last  year.  Yield  results 
were  mixed  in  Montana.  Some  growers  had  excellent  growing  conditions  and  produced  a  favorable  crop,  while 
other  areas  were  impacted  by  drought  conditions  or  a  fungal  leaf  blight. 

Pinto  bean  production  for  Montana  is  estimated  to  be  31 1,000  cwt,  which  is  5  percent  above  last  year's 
estimate.  Acres  planted  are  estimated  at  14,500  acres,  up  4  percent  from  1999.  Harvested  acreage,  at  13,700,  is 
4  percent  higher  than  the  previous  year.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  2,270  pounds  per  acre,  30  pounds  more  than  last 
year. 

The  biggest  increases,  for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  occurred  with  the  garbanzo  bean  crop.  Montana's 
second  production  forecast  was  290,000  cwt  for  2000,  compared  with  133,000  cwt  for  last  year.  Planted  acreage 
was  set  at  25,000  acres  which  is  more  than  double  the  1999  planted  acres.  Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  22,500 
^cres.  The  yield  is  forecast  at  1,290  pounds  per  acre,  up  14  percent  from  last  year's  estimate  of  1,130  pounds 
'per  acre. 

U.S.  dry  edible  bean  production  is  estimated  at  26.4  million  cwt  for  2000,  down  21  percent  from  1999 
and  13  percent  below  two  years  ago  for  comparable  States.  Harvested  acres  are  estimated  at  1.61  million 
acres, 15  percent  below  last  year  and  down  16  percent  from  1998  for  comparable  States.  Production  is  down  in 

2000  for  all  estimating  States  except  Montana,  Oregon,  and  Wisconsin.  Production  for  all  classes  except  for 
garbanzo  is  below  1999.  Pinto  and  navy,  the  two  largest  varieties,  decreased  2  percent  and  35  percent, 
respectively  from  1999. 

Production  in  North  Dakota  is  estimated  at  7.61  million  cwt,  8  percent  below  1999  and  down  22  percent 
from  two  years  ago.  Average  yield,  at  1,450  pounds  per  acre,  is  unchanged  from  last  year  but  70  pounds  above 
1998.  Production  increases  in  pinto,  garbanzo,  and  "other"  classes  were  more  than  offset  by  production 
declines  in  black,  dark  red  kidney,  navy,  and  pink  classes. 

Nebraska's  production  is  estimated  at  3.23  million  cwt,  down  14  percent  from  1999  and  12  percent 
below  two  years  ago.  Average  yield  in  Nebraska  is  estimated  at  2,070  pounds  per  acre.  Production  in  Colorado, 
at  1.98  million  cwt,  is  28  percent  below  last  year  and  31  percent  under  1998.  In  Idaho,  production  is  estimated  at 
1.72  million  cwt,  down  19  percent  from  both  1999  and  1998.  Average  yield,  at  1,950  pounds  per  acre,  is  100 
pounds  below  last  year.  Hot  temperatures  during  critical  crop  development  stages  lowered  dry  bean  yields. 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:    December  28,  2000 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CONTACT:  Carmen  Pennington  or  Curtis  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612 

The  inventory  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  in  Montana  on  December  1,  2000  was  155,000  head,  unchanged 
from  a  year  ago.  Breeding  stock  was  up  6  percent  from  last  December  to  18,000  head.  Market  hog  numbers 
decreased  to  137,000  head,  down  1  percent  from  last  year. 

There  were  33,500  sows  farrowed  in  Montana  during  the  period  of  December  1999  to  November  2000. 
This  was  a  decrease  of  7  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  The  number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  increased  slightly  to 
9.07  and  resulted  in  an  annual  pig  crop  of  304,000  head,  a  6  percent  decrease  from  last  year.  There  were  650 
farms  with  one  or  more  hogs  in  Montana  in  2000,  up  8  percent  from  last  year. 

U.S.  inventory  of  all  hogs  and  pigs  on  December  1,  2000,  was  59.8  million  head.    The  inventory  was  1 
percent  above  December  1999,  but  slightly  below  September  1,  2000. 

Breeding  inventory,  at  6.28  million  head,  was  up  1  percent  from  December  1,  1999,  and  up  slightly  from 
September  1,  2000.  Market  hog  inventory,  at  53.6  million  head,  was  1  percent  above  last  year,  but  slightly 
.below  last  quarter. 

The  September-November  2000  U.S.  pig  crop,  at  25.5  million  head,  was  2  percent  more  than  1999,  but  1 
percent  less  than  1998.  Sows  farrowing  during  this  period  totaled  2.88  million  head,  1  percent  above  last  year. 
The  sows  farrowed  during  this  quarter  represented  46  percent  of  the  breeding  herd.  The  average  number  of  pigs 
saved  per  litter  was  8.88  pigs  for  the  September-November  period,  compared  to  8.78  pigs  last  year.  Pigs  saved 
per  litter  by  size  of  operation  ranged  from  7.60  for  operations  with  1-99  hogs  to  9.00  for  operations  with  more 
than  5,000  hogs  and  pigs. 

U.S.  hog  producers  intend  to  have  2.91  million  sows  farrow  during  the  December  2000-February  2001 
quarter,  4  percent  above  the  actual  farrowings  during  the  same  period  in  2000,  and  1  percent  above  1999. 
Intended  farrowings  for  March-May  2001,  at  2.92  million  sows,  are  1  percent  above  the  same  period  in 
2000  but  down  2  percent  from  1999. 

The  number  of  hog  operations  with  hogs  totaled  85,760  during  2000,  down  13  percent  from  last  year  and 
25  percent  below  1998.  Places  with  2,000  or  more  hogs  on  hand  accounted  for  8  percent  of  the  operations  and 
72  percent  of  the  inventory.    This  is  the  fifth  time  operations  with  inventories  over  2,000  head  have  controlled 
over  50  percent  of  the  total  inventory.  The  number  of  operations  with  over  5,000  head  of  inventory  at,  2,095, 
accounted  for  50.5  percent  of  the  total  inventory,  up  from  46.5  percent  a  year  ago.  The  total  number  of  hogs 
under  contract,  owned  by  these  over  5,000  head  operations,  but  raised  by  contractees,  accounted  for  30  percent 
of  the  total  U.S.  hog  inventory,  down  from  32  percent  last  year. 
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Agricultural  Prices  Received  for  December 


For  Immediate  Release:  December  29,  2000 

For  More  Information  Please  Contact:  Darin  Jantzi  or  Curt  Lund  at  1-800-835-2612. 

November  full  month  crop  prices  improved  significantly  from  October  2000,  according  to  Montana 
Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Montana's  winter  wheat  average  price  was  $2.91  per  bushel,  up  1 1  cents  from 
October;  durum  wheat  was  $4.07  per  bushel,  up  53  cents;  and  spring  wheat  was  28  cents  higher  at  $3.17  per 
bushel.  Feed  barley  average  price  was  $1.56  and  malt  barley  was  $2.72  per  bushel,  up  3  and  18  cents 
respectively. 

The  riiid-December  price  for  alfalfa  hay  was  $92.00  per  ton,  up  $6  from  last  month.  Other  hay,  at 
$83.00  per  ton,  was  up  2.00  from  November's  mid-month  price.  The  mid-December  winter  wheat  price 
averaged  $2.90  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $3.20,  feed  barley  was  $1.70,  and  malt  barley  averaged  $2.70. 

Livestock  prices  for  the  full  month  of  November  were  mixed  compared  with  the  previous  month.  Steer 
and  heifer  prices  increased  40  cents  to  $94.30  per  cwt.  Cows  were  down  70  cents  to  $37.40,  and  the  average 
^rice  for  calves  was  down  $2.00  to  $102.00  per  cwt.  Sheep  prices  increased  $4.30  to  $31.00  per  cwt,  and  lamb 
pnces  dropped  $4.90  to  $78.10  per  cwt.  Milk  prices  were  10  cents  above  last  month  at  $13.70  per  cwt.  Steer 
and  heifer  prices  for  mid-December  averaged  $90.30  per  cwt. 

Nationally,  prices  for  November  and  changes  from  October  were  as  follows:  winter  wheat  was  $2.70,  up 
7  cents;  spring  wheat  was  $2.97,  up  17  cents;  the  all  barley  price  was  $2.12,  up  19  cents;  and  steer  and  heifer 
prices  were  $73.80,  up  $3.30. 

The  U.S.  mid-December  winter  wheat  price  was  $2.67  per  bushel,  spring  wheat  was  $2.94  per  bushel,  all 
wheat  was  $2.75  per  bushel,  and  all  barley  was  $2.08.  Steer  and  heifer  prices  were  $76.20  per  cwt,  cow  prices 
were  $36. 10,  all  hog  prices  were  $40.60  per  cwt,  and  all  egg  prices  were  83.3  cents  per  dozen. 


The  Preliminary  All  Farms  Products  Index  of  Prices  Received  in  December  was  98  based  on 
1990-92=100,  unchanged  from  the  November  index.  Higher  prices  for  soybeans,  cattle,  hogs,  and  eggs  were 
offset  by  lower  prices  for  broilers,  lettuce,  turkeys,  and  cauliflower.  The  seasonal  change  in  the  mix  of 
commodities  fanners  sell  often  affects  the  overall  index.  Higher  seasonal  marketings  of  tobacco,  wheat,  milk, 
and  broilers  were  offset  by  lower  marketings  of  cattle,  soybeans,  grapes,  and  com. 

Compared  with  December  1999,  the  All  Farm  Products  Index  was  7  points  (7.7  percent)  higher.  Price 
increases  from  December  1999  for  cotton,  cattle,  eggs,  and  hogs  were  partially  offset  by  lower  prices  for 
broilers,  apples,  oranges,  and  lemons. 
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